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Mayor’s Review of the Town 
Council’s year 2024-25 

What an amazing year! 
 
Firstly, I would like to start by thanking Mayoress Mandy Yates, the 
Deputy Mayor Adrian Lawton, the Council Staff Team led by Chief 
Officer Sarah Haydon, fellow Councillors and our Town Crier John 
Robison – who completed 30 years dedicated service to the Town 
during my tenure as Mayor. But most of all, I’d like to thank the 
residents of Biddulph. Without your support, both through the many 
community groups and organising committees, and your 
attendance at the numerous events throughout the town, have 
made my year most memorable. 
 
The year started with ‘Tea with the Council’, an opportunity to talk 
to residents about their hopes and aspirations for the year ahead. 
This was shortly followed by my Civic Service, which commenced 
with a parade from the Town Hall to the Methodist Church on 
Station Road, led by the ever-enthusiastic Biddulph Ukulele Group- 
a mixture of joy, formality and organised chaos that put a distinct 
marker down for the year that was to follow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3 

 

Culturally, it was an important year, top and tailed by the 80th 
anniversary of the D-Day Landings and VE Day, which was made 
even more poignant than usual as it is noted to be the last major 
anniversary where veterans from the conflict attended in significant 
numbers. Candles were lit, proclamations announced and fitting 
commemorative events undertaken. It was a year when the 
Volunteer Recognition & Civic Awards was reinaugurated, 
acknowledging the invaluable contributions of local volunteers to 
the community. The now annual car show showcased the town, the 
July Festival went from strength to strength, Remembrance Sunday 
was tremendously well attended and the Town Hall continued to be 
a focal point for ‘What’s On’ in Biddulph, with various events such 
as ‘Feast and Flicks’ and ‘Biddulph’s Got Soul’ to name but a very 
few. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a monumental year for the physical development for 
Biddulph, with the new Town Hall frontage commencing work, the 
miners’ lamps returning to St. John’s Road roundabout, and the 
mosaic bench being unveiled on Station Road. 
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Personally, I represented Biddulph across the depth and breadth of 
the County and beyond, into Cheshire and Derbyshire, and was 
delighted to welcome many civic guests to Biddulph to my closing 
Mayor’s Ball; a perfect evening attended by many of Biddulph’s 
community groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, I have to thank everyone who has helped to support my 
Mayoral Charity fund and give a special mention to the cycling team 
– Tony Birchall, Kenneth Chaddock, Dave Lewis, and Wayne Rogers 
who joined me on an epic cycling challenge from Biddulph to 
London. 
 
My penultimate engagement was to take assembly at Kingsfield 
First School to talk about my Cycle Challenge. It gave me the 
opportunity to thank the staff and pupils for seeing us off at the start 
and take questions about our experience on the journey. One 
question stood out – “How old are you?”(came the little voice from 
the seated throng) “62” I replied – there was an audible gasp from 
the children; I have never felt so old or so delighted to prove age is 
nought but a number in equal measure! 
 
What a year, what an honour to be your Mayor – thank you for your 
faith, kindness and forbearance!  
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The work of the Town 
Council 

 

There is unlikely to be a year where we won’t say, ‘that was busy!’ 
and 2024-25 was no different.  
 
2024-25 was a year of partnerships and capital projects. Biddulph 
Town Council is able to deliver lovely projects in the town with the 
help of partners working together, and with the support of funding 
from outside bodies.  
 
In 2024-25, the Town Council, through a partnership with Film Hub 
Midlands, started ‘Biddulph Scratch’, showing a free film on the 
first Friday of every month in the Town Hall. This funding has 
continued into 2025-26, as we celebrate British, Independent and 
Block-buster films.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of our film offering, we continued to host Feast and Flicks, 
which also formed part of the Biddulph Works Together programme 
of events: 
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Biddulph Works Together is an incredible community partnership, 
offering warm spaces, free food and support with loneliness and 
social isolation. 2024-25 was the third year that this group had 
worked together. A timetable of events is produced each year, and a 
wide range of community groups come together with the aspiration 
of making things better; partners provided around 7000 meals 
during 2024-25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were lots of events throughout 2024-25, including a Prayer 
Breakfast (June), D-Day 80 celebrations (June) , Classic Vehicle 
Show (September), Volunteer and Civic Awards Ceremony 
(September) and the town Christmas Lights Switch-on (November). 
At each of these, we offered free food and activities to the 
community.  
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D-Day 80 concert 

Classic Vehicle Show 

Prayer Breakfast 

Christmas Lights Switch-on 2024 
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There were other important events during 2024-25 such as the 
celebration of 50 Years of Biddulph Town Council (May). We 
produced a commemorative booklet, highlighting key activities and 
decisions during this time, and held an afternoon tea for previous 
Mayors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UK Shared Prosperity Funding supported a range of events and 
community projects (both capital and revenue) in 2024-25.  
 
As a result, Biddulph Town Council was able to host a Garden 
Festival with the Gardener’s World presenter Rachel de Thame as 
the guest speaker, alongside Brian Vowles from Biddulph Old Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biddulph Town Council also launched our older people’s research 
at Health and Wellbeing Fair in October. 
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We were delighted to host our first Chinese New Year, with support 
from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and the Outside Arts project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There have been a number of improvements to the Town Council’s 
assets during 2024-25. With the support for UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund and Film Hub Midlands we were able to add surround sound 
and improved equipment to the Hall itself, to improve our cinema 
offer. We also commenced the regeneration of the town centre in 
2024-25 with the Town Hall frontage project. This will be 
completed in 2025-26 and will include a mining memorial, 
increased planting and space for outside events.  
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In September 2024, we opened the new mosaic bench at the 
Station Road gardens. The board on-site reads:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were also delighted to celebrate the town’s mining heritage by 
bringing public art back to the St John’s Road round about.  
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Biddulph Town Council was grateful to receive funding towards the 
mining lamps from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and the 
Moorlands Partnership Board. The Moorlands Partnership Board 
also contributed towards the restoration of the trough at Overton 
Road.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During 2024-25, the Town Council supported the installation of a 
new sewage treatment installation at the Visitor Centre at 
Biddulph Grange Country Park. We also installed new windows at 
the café, with support from the County Councillors. 
 
We were part of an exciting partnership in 2024-25 called ‘Chain 
Reaction’. This started with the Mayor’s Charity ride to London, and 
was followed by an event within the town centre and other activities 
planned throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Before and After 
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In this year, we created the ‘Caring for our Environment Plan’, 
setting out our commitments to a wide range of initiatives. We also 
continued to plant trees; adding an additional 450 trees along 
Biddulph Valley Way in the spring of 2025.  
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Finally, we were able to secure funding for a Library of Things from 
Staffordshire County Council, which will be a project for 
implementation in 2025-26.  
 
Each year the Town Council allocates around £70,000 to support 
groups within our community. You can find more about the grant 
schemes here: https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-
schemes/  
 
Many of these groups are published on the ‘Clubs, Groups and 
Societies’ booklet, which provides information about different 
activities that you could get involved with: 
https://www.biddulph.co.uk/clubs-groups-societies-5/ (paper 
copies are available in the Town Hall).  
 
Each month we publish a guide to all the activities that are taking 
place in the Town Hall. Pop into reception for the latest copy. You 
can also find more about what is happening within our town, by 
viewing the Town Guide. 
 
At the Burial Grounds, 95 people were interred in 2024-25. We were 
also successful with getting planning permission for the 
development of the new Garden of Remembrance at the 
Woodhouse Burial Ground.  
 
Our allotment sites continue to be full, with around 30 people on 
the waiting list.  
 
Finally, we are incredibly grateful to the 60 people who attended 
First Aid for Mental Health training in 2024-25. This was funded by 
the Town Council. 
 
 
Thank you to all those who supported us during 2024-25. Your 
help, encouragement and guidance is very much appreciated.  

https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-schemes/?fbclid=IwAR0Tc_LMbtZ0p6DJBXhpipwADddc2CZU7K0-H68DTHlE1sQQujYUppoeI_4
https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-schemes/?fbclid=IwAR0Tc_LMbtZ0p6DJBXhpipwADddc2CZU7K0-H68DTHlE1sQQujYUppoeI_4
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biddulph.co.uk%2Fclubs-groups-societies-5%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR04WeFxv8PuX8ywc95fZmnBmX--Xjz_RnF6J5Df13F3CNadQUAQ60a8o4g&h=AT0b-EKPPhddVxgbnmhw-y5R1dNBM6b_uvd8OiMM5YQ9Mvvm3Zse6tjSuMa07WMOM3ZbbjLr_v06A9qcziTPs17d0NKzcNR7C-IKG0meF5PwtasmMYER-61pBcBIkuR_gHNJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1dEfUMcYxZOorh9jqMmlH59-jywj95GAT0ND7vC6JKMxhW88W-lSafWSP4FplHP8xOvVUC9c3y-WfiWWZG1qRcvBhubo5cAKVRrfqHLzpG2h3-5SX-ndLBfq8ioEryFYaDXI_jouAnHN0RZp-0NyMKLqo6ysptvX7_Fu5gAXkj8_dbbB7RaQ
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2025  
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT AT 31 MARCH 2025 
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BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCILLORS  
Name Ward  Email Address 
Councillor M A Hopkins Biddulph East  michael.hopkins@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor J T Salt Biddulph East  jill.salt@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor K J Jackson Biddulph East  kevin.jackson@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor C Wood Biddulph East  chris.wood@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor C Brady Biddulph East  connor.brady@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor N Lawton  Biddulph East  norris.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 
Councillor J T Jones Biddulph Moor  john.jones@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor D J Hawley Biddulph Moor  dave.hawley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor J I M Garvey Biddulph North  jim.garvey@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor A K Harper Biddulph North  ken.harper@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor S Fletcher Biddulph North  geoffandsue.fletcher@btinternet.com 
Councillor C Kisicki Biddulph North  carl.kisicki@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor A C W Parkes Biddulph North   adam.parkes@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 
Councillor A H Hart Biddulph North  andrew.hart@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor J P Redfern Biddulph South  john.redfern@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor A C Lawton Biddulph South  adrian.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor N Eardley Biddulph West  neil.eardley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor D A Proudlove Biddulph West  dave.proudlove@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor C Smith Biddulph West  charlotte.smith@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor N R Yates Biddulph West nigel.yates@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor Y Case Biddulph West yanyan.case@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor W Rogers Biddulph West wayne.rogers@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 
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