Biddulph Town

Council
ANNUAL REPORT

2025-26



Mayor’s Review of the Town
Council’s year 2025-26

My detailed reports presented to Town Council at each monthly
meeting described events which | had the pleasure of attending.
This is one reason why | won’t be mentioning all the details here.
The other reason is that to do so would present me with a dilemma:
which organisations to mention by name and which not. In Biddulph
we are very fortunate to have such a wealth of volunteers in our
town, and all are worthy of recognition whether or not they invited
the Mayor to attend one of their events.

| will now attempt to put these events into several categories:

Firstly, there are the more formal Civic events held in the town and
those which involved the Town Council in helping them to take
place, such as: the Mayor’s Civic church service, Remembrance
Day, the Biddulph Festival launch, the Christmas lights switch on.



Then, there are others organised by the voluntary groups
themselves. In particular these include many events held during the
Biddulph Festival in July and during the Christmas period.

The third group of events consists of Civic events held outside the
town to which the Mayor and Mayoress were invited. Visits were
made to Sandbach, Congleton, Leek, Cheadle, Uttoxeter, Stone and
Newcastle (some on several occasions). At the present time with
Local Government re-organisation very much on the agenda, | feel
that it was important to raise the profile of our town amongst our
neighbours and to maintain the good relations we have with them.

Turning back to Biddulph itself, | would like to highlight just four
occasions which | will continue to remember most fondly:

The first two had been quite a while in the planning: one of them
was my very first Civic duty in the town. This was to deliver a speech
at the opening of the Hilda Sheldon memorial garden in Wharf Road.
Having enjoyed the results of the untiring efforts of Hilda and her
volunteers at Biddulph in Bloom for many years it was a real
pleasure to contribute to this occasion.




Next, I’ll mention an event which, like Hilda’s garden, provides the
town with a lasting legacy. This is the miners’ memorial and opening
up of the Town Hall frontage. It recognises the town’s heritage and
provides a very useful facility where events can be held in the
future.

In contrast, neither of the other two occasions was anticipated
when my mayoral year commenced. One was a “clash” of diary
dates to hold a Civic Ball .. As a result of this, the Volunteer
Recognition and Civic Awards ceremony planned for February was
enhanced to the great pleasure of all who attended. In the many
photographs which were taken that day everyone looks so happy to
be there: it was a great success!




The final occasion which | recall with such pleasure took place in
March at the Town Council meeting when | was delighted to convey
the Town Councillors’ collective appreciation and congratulations
to Sarah Haydon, our Chief Officer upon her receiving an award as
“Town Clerk of the year 2025 - 2026” from the National Association
of Local Councils.

My Mayoral engagements and other activities were greatly assisted
by the help of others to whom | would now like to say “Thank You” :
First of all, “Thank You” to the Mayoress, Joy who managed to
accompany me on many occasions as well as being a very active
“hands on” grandmother to three little girls.

“Thank You” to Chief Officer, Sarah for advice and support at
meetings of the Town Council.

“Thank You” to Sue, as Mayor’s secretary, who tirelessly kept the
mayoral diary up to date and corresponded with various
organisations to arrange events or confirm bookings.

“Thank you” to all the other Town Hall staff — in particular for
assisting me with fitting and later removing the Mayor’s chain

and “Thank you” to John, the Town Crier, for advising his 32" Mayor
(that’s me) about things when we attended functions together.



Best wishes also go to my successors : our new Mayor, the deputy
Mayor and their consorts.

Looking back, | recall that, for what seemed a long time following
the end of the Biddulph Urban District Council at the last re-
organisation, the then almost new Town Hall seemed too big for its
new role. However, during my year as Mayor, | have had occasion to
visit the Town Hall regularly and see for myself just how well used it
now is for a very wide range of activities as it approaches its 60"
anniversary.

In the uncertain times of change which lie ahead, I’m sure that
everyone —the Council’s elected members and the Town Hall staff
alike, will strive to maintain the success and good reputation of
Biddulph Town Council.

Adrian Lawton, Biddulph Town Mayor (2025 - 2026)



The work of the Town
Council

At the centre of the work of the Town Council is kindness. There is
nothing complicated about that. We ask: What does the community
need? How can we make situations better? What do we need to put
in place to protect the areas and spaces that we love?

There are, of course, certain things that we must do, by law. We
must be transparent, hold meetings at the right time and record
them accurately, and ensure that we keep proper records of our
activities.

We have a Five-Year Strategy and individual plans for lots of aspects
of our work. We plan for the future, whatever that may hold. But,
we plan with a degree of certainty. Whatever the new unitary
authority looks like, the layer of town and parish councils is
unchanged. The legislation affecting our governance arrangements
has not been altered. We continue to be the layer of local
government that is closest to the people in our community. There
may be an opportunity for some services to be managed more
locally, by the Town Council. We are very much treating this local
government reorganisation as an opportunity for the town. There is
nothing that we can do to impact the outcome of this, so we are
looking (as we always do) to the future, and the potential this may
bring.

In the year May 2025 to May 2026, there were nearly 7000
interactions with customers at the reception of the Town Hall. We
had over 20,000 conversations on the telephone. Our aspirationin
taking over the management of the Town Hall in 2020 was to ensure
that the building was used and that people knew where to come
with any enquiry they have. This certainly appears to be the case.
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We host a wide range of organisations in the Town Hall, from craft
and musical groups to those who support us to manage our day to
day lives. We’re always looking to work with new partners.

As the Town Hall enters its 60" year, we are delighted that the new
Town Hall frontage has started to be well used for events. The
creation of a town square means there is a meeting place for the
community.

2025-26 has been another good year for film in the Town Hall. Our
monthly Feast and Flicks cinema sessions are enjoyed by a wide
range of people. Some come because it’s a relaxed environment,
and their specific condition means they need some extra support.
Others come because it means they can eat with friends, and watch
a film together. It is a really lovely group.



We are also really keen to provide cinema sessions during school
holidays. All our film offerings are free, and there is always some
form of free refreshments!

The Biddulph Scratch cinema sessions are growing in popularity. On
the first Friday of the month, we show a range of films:

BIDDULPH o/l ; TR R el

SCRATCH
1  COMMUNITY CIW

&’ FRIDAY 5™ JUNE
o HAMNET
a«"‘ FRIDAY 3° JULY
O WUTHERING HEIGHTS

&" FRIDAY 7TH AUGUST
O MOTHERS PRIDE

”?  B/ddolp g‘,‘,“g

4 f"-" ]

P CommunL_y C;nema 'R

R R R

01 782 498480 @ www.biddulph.co.| I-lk office@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

We couldn’t do the work that we do without our partners. In 2025-
26, the incredible ‘Biddulph Works Together’ partnership
continued to grow. We fed over 7000 people, providing free food,
support and warm spaces. These activities continue to support
people in our community to tackle social isolation.
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An important part of this project is the Toy Appeal. Each year,
locations across the town provide drop-off points for gifts. These go
to children and families that have been identified by community
partners, social workers and schools. Over 100 children benefitted
from this kindness; we are very lucky to have such a generous
community.

As part of the Town Council’s Biddulph Works Together events,
we’ve created ‘Board in Biddulph’. This is a monthly board game
café, and attracts people who maybe haven’t previously come to
other Town Council events. It has proved to be really popular, and
we’re keen to see where this goes.

At the end of last year, we
knew we had been
successfulin gaining funds
for a ‘Library of Things’.

This year, we’ve
implemented this scheme.
Anyone in the community
can become a member and
then loan items such as
scarifiers, hedge cutters,

wallpaper strippers, and

even a chocolate fountain.

All for very low prices. We
are really pleased to make a
positive environmental
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Our Chain Reaction project has gone from strength to strength. In
October 2025, we held the first ‘Ride the Lights’ event, along
Biddulph Valley Way. Bikes were covered in lights and reflectors- it

was an amazing sight!

CHAIN @

REACTION

The purpose of the Chain Reaction project is to:

e Giftunused bikes from the Recycling Centres to families that
need them- reducing waste.

e Encourage more involvement with arts and creative projects.

e Encourage people to learn about bike repair so that they can
maintain their own bikes- resurrecting the ‘Fix and Ride’
project.

e Improve health outcomes by promoting cycling routes across
the Staffordshire Moorlands.
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e Promote sustainable travel options.

e Encourage investment in infrastructure, whether this be new/
improved routes or the installation of bike repair stations and
racks.

e Work with partners to tackle anti-social behaviour by providing
supervised activities.

e Develop a Moorlands-wide forum that can share experiences
and ideas, ensuring that coordinated cycling activities
continue beyond the period of this project.

We held two pre-loved bike sales during 2025-26, finding new
homes for over 200 bikes.

There are more events planned in 2026.

We have embarked on some new and exciting partnerships in 2025-
26. Transforming the Trent Headwaters is led by the Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust. This is a landscape partnership project with a focus
on nature and heritage, and we’re keen to be involved to restore the
landscape around the head of the Trent with the involvement of
local communities.

We are also excited to be part of the Know Your Place project, as
one of the Innovator organisations. This is a five-year youth-led
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research programme focused on giving young people the platform,
tools, and power to create meaningful change in their communities.
We’ve been working closely with local children to understand and
design projects. Our relationships with young people are important;
they are the future of our town, and we want them to love where
they live.

For the first time in 2025-26 we entered the Cemetery of the Year
Awards. We came away with the Best New Entry and a Silver award
in the Parish, Town and Community Council category. We were
absolutely delighted!

We planted in the region of 900 trees in 2025-26, with the support of
our amazing volunteers. We continue to look for suitable locations
for new areas of woodland, or to enhance existing sites.
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There have been so many incredible events during 2025-26. Here’s

just a selection of them:

Festival Launch Day- July 2025

Homegrown and Handmade-
September 2025
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Remembrance Sunday-
November 2025
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Christmas Lights Switch-on-
November 2025
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Chinese New Year-
February 2026
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Volunteer Recognition and Civic Awards- February 2026

The Mayor said, about the day:

It is about the volunteers who give their time when no one is
watching.

The community champions who step forward when something
needs doing.

The quiet organisers, the litter-pickers, the fundraisers, the trustees,
the helpers, the listeners, the carers.

You are the heartbeat of this community.

Too often, the true strength of a town is measured in buildings,
budgets, or statistics. But | believe the measure of our community is
found in its people — in kindness freely given, in service without
expectation, and in pride in where we live.

Every hour you contribute, every event you support, every neighbour
you help — it all adds up, and makes this such an amazing place to
call home.
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We have new partners at the Burial Grounds/ Springfield Road
(grass cutting) and in the Town Hall bar. After competitive tender
processes, they offer value for money good quality services, and
we’re looking forward to working with them.

We add information to the printed press, noticeboards and online,
but a lot of detail about events and activities is shared via social
media. In 2025-26, we had 3800 followers on Facebook, and almost
a million views. We have nearly 700 followers on X and over 300 on
Instagram.

Each year the Town Council allocates around £60,000 to support
groups within our community. You can find more about the grant
schemes here: https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-
schemes/

We have revised and reprinted the ‘Clubs, Groups and Societies’
booklet, which provides information about different activities that
you could get involved with: https://www.biddulph.co.uk/clubs-
groups-societies-5/ (paper copies are available in the Town Hall).

Each month we publish a guide to all the activities that are taking
place in the Town Hall. Pop into reception for the latest copy. You
can also find more about what is happening within our town, by
viewing the Town Guide.

At the Burial Grounds, 111 people were interred in 2025-26. We are
looking forward to the development of the new Garden of
Remembrance at the Woodhouse Burial Ground during 2026-27.

Our allotment sites continue to be full, with around 30 people on
the waiting list.

Thank you to all those who supported us during 2025-26. Your
help, encouragement and guidance is very much appreciated.
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2026 (unadited)

Biddulph Town Council
BALANCE SHEET

3032026
(Last) Year Ended (Current) Year Ended
31 Mar 2025 31 Mar 2026
£ CURRENT ASSETS £
300.00 Stocks and stores
Work in progress
25,045.47 Debtors (Met of provision for doubtful debts) 3,580.72
92012 Prepayments 1,384 27
Temporary lendings (investments)
2357826 VAT 8,884 81
BANK BALAMCES
3,167.56 1. Natwest Current & Reserve A 3,336.59
0.00 2. Credit Card Account 0.00
467,310.92 3. CCLA Account 31312441
60,357.00 4_ Unity Trust 9,390.29
60.00 Petty Cash &0.00
530,895.48 TOTAL BANKS 32591129
580,739.33 TOTAL ASSETS 339,771.09
CURRENT LIABILITIES
7,780.39 Creditors 12,167.66
8,732.30 Receipts in Advance 7,320.10
1“.465_38 Accruals 4 949 64
0.00 WAT 0.00
26,981.07 TOTAL LIABILITIES 24,457 .42
553,758.26 MET ASSETS 315,313.67
Represented by:
280,637.91 General fund Balance 204.451.36
Reserves:
Capital Reserves
0.00 0.00
Earmarked Reserves
147,824 87 EMR - Public Realm/Communit; 0.00
11,000_00 EMR - Country Park and Visitor 11,000.00
14,642 60 EMR - Town Hall 14,642 60
77,628.88 EMR - Burial Grounds 73,155.51
12,024.00 EMR - Community Support 12,024.00
263,120.35 110,822.11
Adjustments
553,758.26 315,313.67




INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT AT 31 MARCH 2026

(unaudited)

Biddulph Town Council

Income & Expenditure Account

0170452025 to 311032026
{Last] Year Ended (Currenf] Year Ended
21 Mar 2025 31 Mar 2026
Income
184, 887.G5 Towm Hall 181.317.17
363.48 Allotments - MOORLAND ROAD 38147
1,937.50 Burial Ground ST LAWREMCE'S
38,357.00 Burial Ground WBG 40,072.50
29,451.00 Burial Ground TBG 27.853.00
12,607.20 Towmn and Community 250135
58303941 General Admin 518,783.00
T41.78 Other Organisations 24800
7.388.02 \isitor Centra 740741
48500 Allotments - PARK LANE B17.17
2,335 84 Manyors Charity Account Income 3.86743
220.00 Burial Grounds ALL
Allotments - ALL 216.05
EBT2 82187 ETE1,642.55
Expense
Allotments - PARK LAME 108.20
478.733.04 General Admin 480 98517
G30.00 Other Organisations 120,00
25,317.71 \isitor Centra 22.260.88
22,788.49 Bus Hub 22.178.1
B8,587.81 Towm Hall B8,138.23
53773 Allotments - MOORLAND ROAD 866.681
2,572.78 Burial Ground WBG 2,105.35
2,268.51 Burial Ground TBG 238771
31,200.15 Burial Grounds ALL 28,148.74
115.020.64 Towm and Community 67.821.03
18,728.90 Green Spaces - ALL 8,366.688
1,480.00 Green Spaces - FOOTRATHS B80.00
2,607.18 Mayars Charity Account Expenditul 380,00
4 284 00 Green Spaces - BUTTERFLY GAR 47017
1,182.81 Allptments - ALL B5.00
B0.00 Green Spaces - STATION ROAD 58520
155,840,582 Earmarked Reserves 273.818.16
2,250.00 Prowision for Dowbdful Debts 2.560.00
E96T, 430,52 £1,020,087.14
General Fund
23027374 Balance at 01 Apr 2025 280,637.91
B72.821.87 ADD Total Income 781,842 55
1.103.005.681 1,072.280.46
287.430.52 DEDUCT Total Expenditure 1.020.087.14
135.665.00 52,183.32
-154, 872 82 DEDWUCT Reserves Balance -152,288.24
£290 637.91 Balance at 31 Mar 2028 £204,491.56

Reserves:

Eamarked Reserve Balance £110822.11
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BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCILLORS

Name

Ward

Email Address

Councillor M A Hopkins

Biddulph East

michael.hopkins@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

CouncillorJ T Salt

Biddulph East

jill.salt@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor KJ Jackson

Biddulph East

kevin.jackson@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor C Wood

Biddulph East

chris.wood@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor C Brady

Biddulph East

connor.brady@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor N Lawton

Biddulph East

norris.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

CouncillorJ T Jones

Biddulph Moor

john.jones@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor D J Hawley

Biddulph Moor

dave.hawley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor J I M Garvey

Biddulph North

jim.garvey@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor AK Harper

Biddulph North

ken.harper@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor S Fletcher

Biddulph North

geoffandsue.fletcher@btinternet.com

Councillor C Kisicki

Biddulph North

carl.kisicki@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor AC W Parkes

Biddulph North

adam.parkes@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor AH Hart

Biddulph North

andrew.hart@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

CouncillorJ P Redfern

Biddulph South

john.redfern@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor A C Lawton

Biddulph South

adrian.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor N Eardley

Biddulph West

neil.eardley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor D A Proudlove

Biddulph West

dave.proudlove@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
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Councillor C Smith

Biddulph West

charlotte.smith@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor N R Yates

Biddulph West

nigel.yates@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

CouncillorY Case

Biddulph West

yanyan.case@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

Councillor W Rogers

Biddulph West

wayne.roger@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
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