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Mayor’s Review of the Town 
Council’s year 2025-26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My detailed reports presented to Town Council at each monthly 
meeting described events which I had the pleasure of attending. 
This is one reason why I won’t be mentioning all the details here. 
The other reason is that to do so would present me with a dilemma: 
which organisations to mention by name and which not. In Biddulph 
we are very fortunate to have such a wealth of volunteers in our 
town, and all are worthy of recognition whether or not they invited 
the Mayor to attend one of their events. 
 
I will now attempt to put these events into several categories: 
 
Firstly, there are the more formal Civic events held in the town and 
those which involved the Town Council in helping them to take 
place, such as: the Mayor’s Civic church service, Remembrance 
Day, the Biddulph Festival launch, the Christmas lights switch on. 
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Then, there are others organised by the voluntary groups 
themselves. In particular these include many events held during the 
Biddulph Festival in July and during the Christmas period. 
 
The third group of events consists of Civic events held outside the 
town to which the Mayor and Mayoress were invited. Visits were 
made to Sandbach, Congleton, Leek, Cheadle, Uttoxeter, Stone and 
Newcastle (some on several occasions). At the present time with 
Local Government re-organisation very much on the agenda, I feel 
that it was important to raise the profile of our town amongst our 
neighbours and to maintain the good relations we have with them. 
 
Turning back to Biddulph itself, I would like to highlight just four 
occasions which I will continue to remember most fondly: 
 
The first two had been quite a while in the planning: one of them 
was my very first Civic duty in the town. This was to deliver a speech 
at the opening of the Hilda Sheldon memorial garden in Wharf Road. 
Having enjoyed the results of the untiring efforts of Hilda and her 
volunteers at Biddulph in Bloom for many years it was a real 
pleasure to contribute to this occasion. 
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Next, I’ll mention an event which, like Hilda’s garden, provides the 
town with a lasting legacy. This is the miners’ memorial and opening 
up of the Town Hall frontage. It recognises the town’s heritage and 
provides a very useful facility where events can be held in the 
future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In contrast, neither of the other two occasions was anticipated 
when my mayoral year commenced. One was a “clash” of diary 
dates to hold a Civic Ball . As a result of this, the Volunteer 
Recognition and Civic Awards ceremony planned for February was 
enhanced to the great pleasure of all who attended. In the many 
photographs which were taken that day everyone looks so happy to 
be there: it was a great success! 
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The final occasion which I recall with such pleasure took place in 
March at the Town Council meeting when I was delighted to convey 
the Town Councillors’ collective appreciation and congratulations 
to Sarah Haydon, our Chief Officer upon her receiving an award as 
“Town Clerk of the year 2025 – 2026” from the National Association 
of Local Councils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Mayoral engagements and other activities were greatly assisted 
by the help of others to whom I would now like to say “Thank You” : 
First of all, “Thank You” to the Mayoress, Joy who managed to 
accompany me on many occasions as well as being a very active 
“hands on” grandmother to three little girls. 
“Thank You” to Chief Officer, Sarah for advice and support at 
meetings of the Town Council. 
“Thank You” to Sue, as Mayor’s secretary, who tirelessly kept the 
mayoral diary up to date and corresponded with various 
organisations to arrange events or confirm bookings. 
“Thank you” to all the other Town Hall staff – in particular for 
assisting me with fitting and later removing the Mayor’s chain 
and “Thank you” to John, the Town Crier, for advising his 32nd Mayor 
(that’s me) about things when we attended functions together. 
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Best wishes also go to my successors : our new Mayor, the deputy 
Mayor and their consorts. 
 
Looking back, I recall that, for what seemed a long time following 
the end of the Biddulph Urban District Council at the last re-
organisation, the then almost new Town Hall seemed too big for its 
new role. However, during my year as Mayor, I have had occasion to 
visit the Town Hall regularly and see for myself just how well used it 
now is for a very wide range of activities as it approaches its 60th 
anniversary. 
 
In the uncertain times of change which lie ahead, I’m sure that 
everyone – the Council’s elected members and the Town Hall staff 
alike, will strive to maintain the success and good reputation of 
Biddulph Town Council. 
 
 
 
Adrian Lawton, Biddulph Town Mayor (2025 – 2026) 
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The work of the Town 
Council 

 

At the centre of the work of the Town Council is kindness. There is 
nothing complicated about that. We ask: What does the community 
need? How can we make situations better? What do we need to put 
in place to protect the areas and spaces that we love? 
 
There are, of course, certain things that we must do, by law. We 
must be transparent, hold meetings at the right time and record 
them accurately, and ensure that we keep proper records of our 
activities.  
 
We have a Five-Year Strategy and individual plans for lots of aspects 
of our work. We plan for the future, whatever that may hold. But, 
we plan with a degree of certainty. Whatever the new unitary 
authority looks like, the layer of town and parish councils is 
unchanged. The legislation affecting our governance arrangements 
has not been altered. We continue to be the layer of local 
government that is closest to the people in our community. There 
may be an opportunity for some services to be managed more 
locally, by the Town Council. We are very much treating this local 
government reorganisation as an opportunity for the town. There is 
nothing that we can do to impact the outcome of this, so we are 
looking (as we always do) to the future, and the potential this may 
bring.  
 
In the year May 2025 to May 2026, there were nearly 7000 
interactions with customers at the reception of the Town Hall. We 
had over 20,000 conversations on the telephone. Our aspiration in 
taking over the management of the Town Hall in 2020 was to ensure 
that the building was used and that people knew where to come 
with any enquiry they have. This certainly appears to be the case.  
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We host a wide range of organisations in the Town Hall, from craft 
and musical groups to those who support us to manage our day to 
day lives. We’re always looking to work with new partners.  
 
As the Town Hall enters its 60th year, we are delighted that the new 
Town Hall frontage has started to be well used for events. The 
creation of a town square means there is a meeting place for the 
community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2025-26 has been another good year for film in the Town Hall. Our 
monthly Feast and Flicks cinema sessions are enjoyed by a wide 
range of people. Some come because it’s a relaxed environment, 
and their specific condition means they need some extra support. 
Others come because it means they can eat with friends, and watch 
a film together. It is a really lovely group.  
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We are also really keen to provide cinema sessions during school 
holidays. All our film offerings are free, and there is always some 
form of free refreshments!  
 
The Biddulph Scratch cinema sessions are growing in popularity. On 
the first Friday of the month, we show a range of films:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We couldn’t do the work that we do without our partners. In 2025-
26, the incredible ‘Biddulph Works Together’ partnership 
continued to grow. We fed over 7000 people, providing free food, 
support and warm spaces. These activities continue to support 
people in our community to tackle social isolation.  
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An important part of this project is the Toy Appeal. Each year, 
locations across the town provide drop-off points for gifts. These go 
to children and families that have been identified by community 
partners, social workers and schools. Over 100 children benefitted 
from this kindness; we are very lucky to have such a generous 
community.  
 
As part of the Town Council’s Biddulph Works Together events, 
we’ve created ‘Board in Biddulph’. This is a monthly board game 
café, and attracts people who maybe haven’t previously come to 
other Town Council events. It has proved to be really popular, and 
we’re keen to see where this goes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

At the end of last year, we 
knew we had been 
successful in gaining funds 
for a ‘Library of Things’. 
This year, we’ve 
implemented this scheme. 
Anyone in the community 
can become a member and 
then loan items such as 
scarifiers, hedge cutters, 
wallpaper strippers, and 
even a chocolate fountain. 
All for very low prices. We 
are really pleased to make a 
positive environmental 
impact. 
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Our Chain Reaction project has gone from strength to strength. In 
October 2025, we held the first ‘Ride the Lights’ event, along 
Biddulph Valley Way. Bikes were covered in lights and reflectors- it 
was an amazing sight! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Chain Reaction project is to: 

• Gift unused bikes from the Recycling Centres to families that 
need them- reducing waste. 

• Encourage more involvement with arts and creative projects. 
• Encourage people to learn about bike repair so that they can 

maintain their own bikes- resurrecting the ‘Fix and Ride’ 
project.  

• Improve health outcomes by promoting cycling routes across 
the Staffordshire Moorlands. 
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• Promote sustainable travel options. 
• Encourage investment in infrastructure, whether this be new/ 

improved routes or the installation of bike repair stations and 
racks. 

• Work with partners to tackle anti-social behaviour by providing 
supervised activities. 

• Develop a Moorlands-wide forum that can share experiences 
and ideas, ensuring that coordinated cycling activities 
continue beyond the period of this project.  

 
We held two pre-loved bike sales during 2025-26, finding new 
homes for over 200 bikes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are more events planned in 2026. 
 
We have embarked on some new and exciting partnerships in 2025-
26. Transforming the Trent Headwaters is led by the Staffordshire 
Wildlife Trust. This is a landscape partnership project with a focus 
on nature and heritage, and we’re keen to be involved to restore the 
landscape around the head of the Trent with the involvement of 
local communities.   
 
We are also excited to be part of the Know Your Place project, as 
one of the Innovator organisations. This is a five-year youth-led 
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research programme focused on giving young people the platform, 
tools, and power to create meaningful change in their communities. 
We’ve been working closely with local children to understand and 
design projects. Our relationships with young people are important; 
they are the future of our town, and we want them to love where 
they live.  
 
For the first time in 2025-26 we entered the Cemetery of the Year 
Awards. We came away with the Best New Entry and a Silver award 
in the Parish, Town and Community Council category. We were 
absolutely delighted!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We planted in the region of 900 trees in 2025-26, with the support of 
our amazing volunteers. We continue to look for suitable locations 
for new areas of woodland, or to enhance existing sites.  
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There have been so many incredible events during 2025-26. Here’s 
just a selection of them:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

VJ Day at 80- August 2025 

 

 

Classic Vehicle Show- 
September 2025 

 

 

Homegrown and Handmade- 
September 2025 

 

Festival Launch Day- July 2025 
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Remembrance Sunday- 
November 2025 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Lights Switch-on- 
November 2025 
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Chinese New Year- 
February 2026 
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The Mayor said, about the day:  
 
It is about the volunteers who give their time when no one is 
watching. 
The community champions who step forward when something 
needs doing. 
The quiet organisers, the litter-pickers, the fundraisers, the trustees, 
the helpers, the listeners, the carers. 
You are the heartbeat of this community. 
Too often, the true strength of a town is measured in buildings, 
budgets, or statistics. But I believe the measure of our community is 
found in its people — in kindness freely given, in service without 
expectation, and in pride in where we live. 
Every hour you contribute, every event you support, every neighbour 
you help — it all adds up, and makes this such an amazing place to 
call home. 
 
 
  

 

Volunteer Recognition and Civic Awards- February 2026 
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We have new partners at the Burial Grounds/ Springfield Road 
(grass cutting) and in the Town Hall bar. After competitive tender 
processes, they offer value for money good quality services, and 
we’re looking forward to working with them.  
 
We add information to the printed press, noticeboards and online, 
but a lot of detail about events and activities is shared via social 
media. In 2025-26, we had 3800 followers on Facebook, and almost 
a million views. We have nearly 700 followers on X and over 300 on 
Instagram.  
 
Each year the Town Council allocates around £60,000 to support 
groups within our community. You can find more about the grant 
schemes here: https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-
schemes/  
 
We have revised and reprinted the ‘Clubs, Groups and Societies’ 
booklet, which provides information about different activities that 
you could get involved with: https://www.biddulph.co.uk/clubs-
groups-societies-5/ (paper copies are available in the Town Hall).  
 
Each month we publish a guide to all the activities that are taking 
place in the Town Hall. Pop into reception for the latest copy. You 
can also find more about what is happening within our town, by 
viewing the Town Guide. 
 
At the Burial Grounds, 111 people were interred in 2025-26. We are 
looking forward to the development of the new Garden of 
Remembrance at the Woodhouse Burial Ground during 2026-27.  
 
Our allotment sites continue to be full, with around 30 people on 
the waiting list.  
 
 
Thank you to all those who supported us during 2025-26. Your 
help, encouragement and guidance is very much appreciated.  

https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-schemes/?fbclid=IwAR0Tc_LMbtZ0p6DJBXhpipwADddc2CZU7K0-H68DTHlE1sQQujYUppoeI_4
https://www.biddulph.co.uk/grant-awards-schemes/?fbclid=IwAR0Tc_LMbtZ0p6DJBXhpipwADddc2CZU7K0-H68DTHlE1sQQujYUppoeI_4
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biddulph.co.uk%2Fclubs-groups-societies-5%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR04WeFxv8PuX8ywc95fZmnBmX--Xjz_RnF6J5Df13F3CNadQUAQ60a8o4g&h=AT0b-EKPPhddVxgbnmhw-y5R1dNBM6b_uvd8OiMM5YQ9Mvvm3Zse6tjSuMa07WMOM3ZbbjLr_v06A9qcziTPs17d0NKzcNR7C-IKG0meF5PwtasmMYER-61pBcBIkuR_gHNJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1dEfUMcYxZOorh9jqMmlH59-jywj95GAT0ND7vC6JKMxhW88W-lSafWSP4FplHP8xOvVUC9c3y-WfiWWZG1qRcvBhubo5cAKVRrfqHLzpG2h3-5SX-ndLBfq8ioEryFYaDXI_jouAnHN0RZp-0NyMKLqo6ysptvX7_Fu5gAXkj8_dbbB7RaQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biddulph.co.uk%2Fclubs-groups-societies-5%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR04WeFxv8PuX8ywc95fZmnBmX--Xjz_RnF6J5Df13F3CNadQUAQ60a8o4g&h=AT0b-EKPPhddVxgbnmhw-y5R1dNBM6b_uvd8OiMM5YQ9Mvvm3Zse6tjSuMa07WMOM3ZbbjLr_v06A9qcziTPs17d0NKzcNR7C-IKG0meF5PwtasmMYER-61pBcBIkuR_gHNJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1dEfUMcYxZOorh9jqMmlH59-jywj95GAT0ND7vC6JKMxhW88W-lSafWSP4FplHP8xOvVUC9c3y-WfiWWZG1qRcvBhubo5cAKVRrfqHLzpG2h3-5SX-ndLBfq8ioEryFYaDXI_jouAnHN0RZp-0NyMKLqo6ysptvX7_Fu5gAXkj8_dbbB7RaQ


 

19 

 

 
BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2026 (unadited)  
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT AT 31 MARCH 2026 
(unaudited) 
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BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCILLORS  
 
Name Ward Email Address 
Councillor M A Hopkins Biddulph East michael.hopkins@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor J T Salt Biddulph East jill.salt@biddulph-tc.gov.uk  

Councillor K J Jackson Biddulph East kevin.jackson@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor C Wood Biddulph East chris.wood@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor C Brady Biddulph East connor.brady@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor N Lawton  Biddulph East norris.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 
Councillor J T Jones Biddulph Moor john.jones@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor D J Hawley Biddulph Moor dave.hawley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor J I M Garvey Biddulph North jim.garvey@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor A K Harper Biddulph North ken.harper@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor S Fletcher Biddulph North geoffandsue.fletcher@btinternet.com 
Councillor C Kisicki Biddulph North carl.kisicki@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor A C W Parkes Biddulph North  adam.parkes@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 
Councillor A H Hart Biddulph North andrew.hart@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor J P Redfern Biddulph South john.redfern@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor A C Lawton Biddulph South adrian.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor N Eardley Biddulph West neil.eardley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor D A Proudlove Biddulph West dave.proudlove@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

mailto:michael.hopkins@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:jill.salt@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:kevin.jackson@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:chris.wood@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:connor.brady@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:john.jones@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:dave.hawley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:jim.garvey@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:ken.harper@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:carl.kisicki@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:adam.parkes@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:andrew.hart@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:john.redfern@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:adrian.lawton@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:neil.eardley@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:dave.proudlove@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
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Councillor C Smith Biddulph West charlotte.smith@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor N R Yates Biddulph West nigel.yates@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor Y Case Biddulph West yanyan.case@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

Councillor W Rogers Biddulph West wayne.roger@biddulph-tc.gov.uk 

 

mailto:charlotte.smith@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:nigel.yates@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:yanyan.case@biddulph-tc.gov.uk
mailto:wayne.roger@biddulph-tc.gov.uk

