
  

 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING, 
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 20 JANUARY 2026, 6.30PM 
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR. 
 

PRESENT:  
• Councillor Y Case  

• Councillor N Eardley  

• Councillor J I M Garvey (Chair) 

• Councillor M Hopkins  

• Councillor C Kisicki  

• Councillor A C Lawton  

• Councillor J Redfern 

• Councillor W Rogers  

• Councillor N Yates

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnerships Officer 

• Mrs Margaret Warman – Compliance and Governance Officer 

• Mrs. Angela Williams – Administration Officer 

• Councillor Jones  

• Councillor Hawley 
 
Councillor Garvey recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Rogers; seconded by Councillor Yates to move the confidential 
item (58) to the start of the meeting. All agreed. 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the Council 

is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded. 

 
 
58. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROPOSALS FOR A VISITOR CENTRE 

ON BIDDULPH MOOR 
 

The Chief Officer provided an update regarding the possible establishment of a Visitor 
Centre.  



  

 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Rogers that the Chief Officer continue conversations with 
and that there was agreement in principle; seconded by Councillor Yates. All agreed. 
 
 
Councillors Jones and Hawley left the meeting after the confidential item. 

 
 
52. APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS 

 
• Councillor A K Harper (Absent) 

• Councillor A Parkes 

• Councillor D Proudlove (Absent) 

• Councillor J Salt  

• Councillor C Smith  

 
 

53. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 
None. 
b) Other Interests 
None. 

  



  

 

 
54. MINUTES  

a) To sign the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 18 November 2025 
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Minutes-Town-
and-Community-18-November-Draft-no-confid.pdf 

 

Proposed by Councillor Redfern; seconded by Councillor Yates. All agreed. 
 

b) To receive the Notes from the Biddulph Works Together meeting held on 
Wednesday 7 January 2026 
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Notes-BWT-
Meeting-7-January-2026-DRAFT.pdf 

Proposed by Councillor Redfern; seconded by Councillor Lawton. All agreed. 
 

They were received.  
 
 

55. EVENTS UPDATE: 
a) Emerging plan for 2026 

The Chief Officer tabled the draft plan for 2026, highlighting the proposed events, which 
were categorised into Civic, Monthly, Planned, and Ideas. She provided a brief overview 
of each event. 
 
Councillor Redfern raised a concern regarding potential clashes with neighbouring 
towns’ Music and Scooter Festivals, in the ideas category. 
 
Councillor Yates agreed with Councillor Redfern’s concerns regarding the Scooter 
Festival and suggested organising a motorcycle show. He disagreed with the concern 
about the Music Festival, noting that Leek would likely support the event, creating a 
broader Moorlands-wide event. 
 
The Chief Officer advised Councillors that budgets would potentially be tight meaning 
that not all events were do-able. At the next meeting there would be a timetable for the 
year. Any feedback before then would be appreciated.  

 
b) Chinese New Year 

The Chief Officer reported that the Chinese New Year event will take place on 14th 
February in partnership with Outside Arts, who will assist in creating a dragon. This is 
funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. Preparatory sessions will be held at various 

https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Minutes-Town-and-Community-18-November-Draft-no-confid.pdf
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Minutes-Town-and-Community-18-November-Draft-no-confid.pdf
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Notes-BWT-Meeting-7-January-2026-DRAFT.pdf
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Notes-BWT-Meeting-7-January-2026-DRAFT.pdf


  

 

different locations prior to the event, with the completed dragon to be displayed during 
the celebration. 
 
Jodie Hancock outlined additional elements of the event, including Chinese music, a 
lion/ribbon dance, a Tai Chi demonstration, food and drink, and a giant panda display. 
The event is scheduled to run from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

 
c) Chain Reaction projects 

The Chief Officer reported the following updates on cycling events: 
• Ride the Lights will take place on 23rd October, the week before half term. 
• Pre-loved bike sales are scheduled to run quarterly, starting in March 2026. 
• Planning for a Bike Festival in the spring is currently underway. 
• The ‘Move More’ partnership will cease after April 2026, although the remaining 

partner organisations will continue their activities. There is no information at the 
moment as to what will follow this scheme, if anything.  
 

Councillor Yates stated that he remains keen to organise a charity cycling event along 
the Biddulph Valley Way, with sponsorship opportunities to support the initiative. 

 
d) Civic Awards ‘Thank you’ Afternoon Tea 

The Chief Officer reported that the previous event was well received and suggested 
Saturday 28th February 2026 as an afternoon tea event.  

 
e) Holiday Activities and Food (HAF)- Easter activities 

The Chief Officer gave a brief summary of possible collaborations with the Family Hub, 
under the ‘HAF Lite’ scheme. All agreed this was positive.  

 
 

59. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM THE BIDDULPH BUSINESS BREAKFAST 
AND TO AGREE DATES FOR 2026 MEETINGS 

The Chief Officer reported that the recent business breakfast event was well attended 
and provided useful feedback. The aim of the event was to strengthen relationships 
with the local community and businesses. 

 
Key points raised included: 

• A desire for more frequent opportunities to come together, with a proposed 
quarterly business newsletter/ update. 

• Support is needed with grants, marketing, apprenticeships, and integrating with 
local services. 



  

 

• Opportunities would be appreciated for networking, including structured quarterly 
business breakfasts. 

• Discussions around workplace wellness, youth employment opportunities, and 
clear communication within the town would be positive. 

• A general emphasis on building and maintaining strong relationships between 
businesses and the council. 
 

It was received.  

 
60. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM THE BIDDULPH WORKS TOGETHER 

MEETING: 
a) Foodbank and Household Support Fund referrals 

The Chief Officer reported that there is some uncertainty regarding the household 
support fund beyond April 2026. The Foodbank is preparing a report looking at long term 
usage. 
 

b) Public Buildings sub-group 
The Chief Officer reported that through Biddulph Works Together, there are members 
of the community who potentially pose a risk to those who run a public building; the 
group were keen to look at ways to share information more effectively. 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.33pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. Date……………………………………………… 


