
  

 

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
MEETING, BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 8 JULY 2025, 7PM 
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR.  

 
PRESENT:  

• Mayor 
Councillor A Lawton 

• Councillor A Hart (Chair) 

• Councillor K J Jackson 

• Councillor J Jones 

• Councillor C Kisicki 

• Councillor N Lawton 

• Councillor A C W Parkes  
• Councillor J Redfern  

• Councillor N R Yates 

 
Councillors Kisicki, N Lawton and Yates did not sign the attendance sheet, but were 
in attendance.  
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnerships Officer 

• Mrs Angela Williams – Administration Officer 

• Councillor W Rogers 

• Councillor D Hawley 
 

 
The Mayor recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting. 

 
15. APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS  
• Councillor C Brady 

• Councillor C Smith  

• Councillor Rev. Y Case 

• Councillor D A Proudlove 

 
16. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 
Councillor Hart declared an interest in item 28; he had been contacted by the 
family involved.  

b) Other Interests: None.  



  

 

 

17. MINUTES 
To approve and sign the Minutes of the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 10 June 2025 

 
Proposed by Councillor Jones; seconded by Councillor Harper. All agreed. 

 
18. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON THE TRANSFORMING THE 

TRENT HEADWATERS PROJECT FOLLOWING A MEETING ON 1 
JULY 2025 

The Chief Officer provided a brief background on the Trent Headwaters Project 
and reported on the most recent meeting. It was noted that the initial group of 
proposed projects is expected to be compiled before Christmas. Feasibility 
investigations will take place in the following year to determine which of the 
proposals are deliverable. It is anticipated that the implementation of approved 
projects will not commence until 2027. 
 
The Chief Officer reported that the Town Council had submitted three project 
proposals for consideration: 
1. Improvements to the Trent Head and the development of the path to 

Knypersley Reservoir. 
2. The creation of a Visitor Centre at Biddulph Moor to help manage visitor 

numbers and mitigate the impact of car traffic. 
3. The restoration of the old Carriage Drive, including improvements to existing 

footpaths. 
During the recent meeting, attendees were divided into thematic groups. The 
Town Council was assigned to the ‘Access Group’. The Chief Officer noted that 
within this group’s discussions, overlapping priorities and ambitions among 
different organisations became evident. 
 
A follow-up working group meeting, specifically for the ‘Access Group’, is 
scheduled to take place tomorrow, with a further full meeting planned for mid-
August. 

 
It was agreed that, following the upcoming meeting, the Chief Officer would 
circulate an update to all Councillors. 

 
Councillor Hawley left the meeting 8pm 

 



  

 

19. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE ROTARY CLUB IN 
RELATION TO THE RESURFACING OF THE BATEMAN WALK, 
ESTIMATED AT £2500. 

The Chief Officer reported that, as part of the Group’s ongoing work, the Rotary 
Club currently maintains Bateman Walk and has requested that the area be 
resurfaced. 

Councillor Jones proposed that the Town Council seek quotations for resurfacing 
works from its list of approved contractors. 

It was further discussed that an application for funding could be made to the 
Moorlands Partnership Board, particularly under its heritage funding scheme, to 
support the improvement of Bateman Walk. 

It was agreed that the Town Council will obtain quotes from approved contractors 
and pursue potential funding opportunities through the Moorlands Partnership 
Board. 

Proposed by Councillor A Lawton; seconded by Councillor Harper. All agreed. 
 

 
20. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR KISICKI: TO CONSIDER THE 

MOWING OF GRASS VERGES WITHIN THE TOWN 
 
Councillor Kisicki provided clarification on the differing responsibilities of the 
Town, District, and County Councils in relation to grass cutting and grounds 
maintenance. 
 
It was noted that there are ongoing concerns regarding overgrown areas, 
including: 

• Stringer Street 
• A section of land at the bottom of Woodhouse Lane, where it was reported 

that only the hedge has been cut by the District Council. 
• Craigside- some parts of which fall under Your Moorlands’ remit. 
 

The Chief Officer confirmed that discussions with Staffordshire County Council 
regarding grass cutting responsibilities have been ongoing for a number of years. 
 



  

 

A suggestion was made for the Town Council to consider employing its own 
contractor to assume responsibility for all grass cutting within the town. 
 
It was agreed that clarification will be sought from Staffordshire Moorlands District 
Council regarding maintenance responsibilities at both Woodhouse Lane. This 
Chief Officer would continue to pursue her investigations with regard to 
contractual changes.  

 
21. TO CONFIRM THE REVIEWED TREE STRATEGY (ATTACHED) 

Proposed by Councillor Harper; seconded by Councillor Parkes. All agreed. 

 
22. TO CONSIDER LOCATIONS FOR TREE PLANTING IN THE 

AUTUMN 

The Chief Officer noted that there was the possibility of applying for trees from the 
Woodland Trust again. 

Councillor Yates proposed the area at the southern end of Biddulph Valley Park 
extending toward Coppice Wood, as a potential location for future tree planting. 

Councillor Jones queried which species of trees would be considered for planting in 
the proposed area. 

It was noted during discussion that Biddulph Moor may be eligible to apply for its 
own allocation of trees. The Chief Officer agreed to make contact with the relevant 
local representative in Biddulph Moor to explore this opportunity. 

Councillor Kisicki further suggested that the Church Road Recreation Ground—
specifically the side facing Church Road—could also be considered. 

 
23. TO SEEK VOLUNTEERS TO SUPPORT A ‘WEEDING DAY’ IN 

AUGUST 
 
The Chief Officer reported that there is a number of sites that require weeding and 
requested volunteers.  
 
Councillor Harper left the meeting at 8.33pm. 
  



  

 

24. TO NOTE THE OUTCOME OF THE BURIAL AWARDS APPLICATION 
 
The Chief Officer reported that the Burial Ground has received a total of 842 points 
and has been named a finalist in the Cemetery of the Year Awards. Final 
adjudication will take place via a telephone interview scheduled for next Thursday. 

 
25. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM THE QUANTITY SURVEYOR IN 

RELATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW GARDEN OF 
REMEMBRANCE AT THE WOODHOUSE BURIAL GROUND 

The Chief Officer tabled a further breakdown of costs for the Quantity Surveyor. 
 
Proposed to confirm the production of a feasibility estimate by Councillor Jones; 
seconded by Councillor Yates. All Agreed.  

 
26. JOBS FOR LENGTHSMAN (STANDING AGENDA ITEM) 

 
The footpath behind Rowan Close was suggested.  
 
The Chief Officer would report the hedge at the bottom of Park Lane to the County 
Highways team. 

 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the 
Council is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public 
excluded. 

 
27. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM A SURVEY OF THE LAND AT 

BRIARSWOOD (EMAIL ATTACHED) 
There was discussion about the proposal from the surveyor, which contained a ‘to 
do’ list of actions.  
 
It was agreed to try and obtain costings for the areas of work that were needed; 
these would be discussed at a later meeting.  
 
Councillor N Lawton left the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 

 



  

 

28. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE 
BURIAL OF A NON-RESIDENT WHO PREVIOUSLY LIVED IN A 
CARE FACILITY 

 
There was a discussion about eligibility and residence.  
 

 
29. TO CONSIDER LAND OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE TOWN 

(STANDING AGENDA ITEM) 

 
Nothing to discuss. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 9.09pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………. 


