MINUTES OF THE TOWN AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING,
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL
TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER 2025, 6.30PM
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR.

PRESENT:
e Councillor Y Case e Councillor D Proudlove
e Councillor J I M Garvey e Councillor J Redfern
e Councillor CKisicki e Councillor W Rogers
e Councillor A C Lawton e Councillor J Salt (Chair)
e Councillor A Parkes e Councillor N Yates
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mrs Sarah M Haydon — Chief Officer (Minute Taker)
Ms Jodie Hancock — Events and Partnerships Officer
Mrs Angela Williams — Administration Officer
Councillor N Lawton

Councillor Salt recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting.

29.

APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS
Councillor N Eardley
Councillor M Hopkins
Councillor C Smith
Councillor K Harper (Absent)

30. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations

Councillor Salt declared an interest in item 34.

b) Other Interests

Councillors Salt and Case declared an interest in item 32a.

31.

MINUTES
a) To sign the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting
held on Tuesday 16 September 2025

The minutes were signed. All agreed.



b) To receive the Notes from the Biddulph Works Together meeting held on
Wednesday 1 October 2025
They were received. All agreed.

32. EVENTS UPDATE:

a) Consideration of Remembrance activities
The Chief Officer reported that the Events Working Group had met last week. Road
closures for the event are in place. The Rode Hall Silver Band will be participating, and the
format of the event was discussed.

It was noted that both past and serving members of the armed forces will be involved
this year. Wreaths and poppies will be available from the Royal British Legion, and
refreshments will be provided by the Town Council and served by volunteers at the
Church.

Councillor Rogers asked whether sufficient manpower would be available. The Chief
Officer confirmed that support would be provided by the Rotarians, with additional
assistance from the Lengthsman.

Councillor Parkes reported that he would be attending the Biddulph Remembrance
Service.

b) To receive an update on Chain Reaction activities
The Chief Officer reported that there had been some confusion regarding the “Ride the
Lights” bike event, and confirmed that the revised date is now Friday 7 November. The
event will start at Life Stream Church and finish at Smokies Way car park.

The Chief Officer also provided an update on the County Council project for rehoming
bikes; this had been successful at the Town Hall. Nearly 80 bikes had found new homes. It
was discussed that similar events could be organised in the future.

In relation to the Ride the Lights event, there are two pre-events at the Family Hub and
The Zone, with an artist involved in the project from the Outside Project.

Councillor Garvey suggested that the Yarn Bombers’ knitted bikes could be featured
within the town.

Councillor Yates recommended that the Smokies Way car park be closed on the evening
of 7 November in preparation for the event.



c) Consideration of Christmas activities

The Chief Officer reported that the Christmas Light Switch-On will take place on 29
November, with all required paperwork having been submitted. Quotes for the Christmas
tree will be considered at the upcoming Finance Strategy and Management Committee
meeting.

It was noted that the Christmas Market will be held at the southern end of the High
Street.

Councillor Proudlove reported that Moorlands Radio has expressed an interest in
supporting the Light Switch-On event.

Councillor Salt and Elaine Rice would work in the kitchen.

d) Confirmation of Civic Awards date
The Chief Officer explained that, due to the number of events taking place, it has not yet
been possible to schedule a date for the Civic Awards.

A possible date of 24 February was proposed for the Civic Awards event, which would
include an afternoon tea to recognise the contributions of volunteers.

33. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR N. LAWTON: TO RECEIVE AN
UPDATE ON THE LEASE FOR THE VISITOR CENTRE AND MEN’S SHED
ASPIRATIONS

Councillor N. Lawton provided a brief explanation of the Men’s Shed group, noting that
there are approximately 600 groups in the UK. He explained that the initiative involves a
small unit, equipped with basic tools, where men can work on projects together.

It was noted that a small unit at the Visitor Centre had previously been identified for
potential use. Councillor N. Lawton enquired whether the unit could be made available
for this purpose and when the project could commence.

The Chief Officer reported that the lease on the unit had been taken for five years and
that obtaining a longer lease is an ongoing request to Staffordshire Moorlands District
Council. The solicitor advised that searches be completed on the asset, which revealed
drainage issues; these were subsequently addressed by the District Council. Some
outstanding queries remain with the District Council’s solicitor.



It was discussed and agreed to support the project, and the Chief Officer will arrange a
site visit to progress matters.

Councillor N. Lawton left the meeting at 6.58pm.

34. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL’S ROLE WITH A
PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH PROJECT INVOLVING YOUNG

PEOPLE
The Chief Officer provided an update on the Participatory Action Research Project
involving young people, noting that the initiative is intended to be led by the young
participants themselves.

It was reported that local schools will be involved, and that funding will be received to
support both the research and the development of the project.

Councillor Kisicki requested that feedback from the project be provided to the Council as
it progresses.

35. TO APPROVE TWO NEW LOGOS- BIDDULPH WORKS TOGETHER AND

THE LIBRARY OF THINGS
The Chief Officer reported that this item will be moved to the Finance Strategy and
Management Committee meeting next week.

36. TO CONFIRM THE DRAFT SCHEDULE OF BIDDULPH WORKS TOGETHER

ACTIVITIES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TOY APPEAL
The Chief Officer reported that many of the activities are similar to those run in previous
years. She provided an update on the sessions organised by the Town Council as part of
the Biddulph works together provision:

« Feast and Flicks —an accessible cinema session with lunch prior to the film;
approximately 25—-30 attendees.

« Carers Café — previously run by Approach with free room hire; cheesy oatcakes
have been provided in past sessions, but there are ongoing discussions about this.

« Biddulph Scratch Film — held on the first Friday of the month, with approximately
60 attendees.



« Planning is underway for a bereavement group.

o Free films for families will continue during school holidays.

« Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Project — activities to be arranged if there are
gaps.

« Take Away Thursday — a previous offering, which was not widely taken up. This will
not take place again.

Councillor Garvey suggested holding a board game evening on the fourth Tuesday of
each month, supported by a Facebook appeal for board games; this was Agreed.

Councillor Salt requested that a SEND film showing be arranged.

The Chief Officer reported that the brochure is awaiting final changes and will then be
sent to print.

It was noted that the Toy Appeal will launch this week, with drop-off points at Garsides,
TSB, Sainsbury’s, Cut Above and Bekki’s Kitchen.

It was further suggested that a collection location could be arranged in Biddulph Moor.

37. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE LIBRARY OF THINGS

The Chief Officer reported that the funding for the project has been fully spent. The
solicitor has returned the document with amendments, and the website and software
have been created.

It was noted that the official launch is scheduled for the first week of November.

38. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON COOPERATIVE COUNCILS PROJECTS

The Chief Officer reported that another Town Council has requested the formation of a
project group to examine the impact of local government reorganisation and how it is
managed. The initiative, referred to as a Policy Lab, has funding available and could
provide an interesting opportunity for involvement.

It was agreed that the Chief Officer proceed with participation in the project.



39. TO NOTE UK SHARED PROSPERITY GRANT ALLOCATIONS
The Chief Officer reported that the Chinese New Year celebrations are scheduled for 14
February 2026.

The Chief Officer reported that funding has been received for the cycle project, for the
installation of a cycle shelter. Funding is also available for a screen and monitor in
reception, to promote town events and activities.

40. TO AGREE ARRANGEMENTS FOR A BUSINESS BREAKFAST

It was reported that, as part of the Local Government Reorganisation discussions,
arrangements are being made to engage with local businesses. A breakfast meeting is
scheduled for Thursday 4 December, at which breakfast will be provided.

It was also noted that a new contact has been made at Staffordshire Moorlands Chamber
of Commerce.

It was agreed to proceed with these arrangements. It was further noted that engagement
is not limited to businesses on the High Street.

Additional Items at the end of a meeting

Councillor Salt requested the opportunity to raise a separate unrelated issue at the end of
the meeting; she felt this would be urgent. All agreed that this would be appropriate.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the Council
is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded.

41. TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE MINING BRICKS
(ATTACHED)

The letter was considered by Councillors.



42. TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE ST JOHNS ROAD
MINING LAMPS (ATTACHED)

The Chief Officer would provide further updates at a later date, following further
investigation.

43. EMERGENCY ITEM

A letter had been received in relation to an ongoing complaint. The content was
considered.

The meeting closed at 7.57pm.



