
  

 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING, 
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2025, 6.30PM 
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR. 
 

PRESENT:  
• Councillor Y Case 

• Councillor N Eardley 

• Councillor J I M Garvey  

• Councillor K Harper  

• Councillor M Hopkins  

• Councillor C Kisicki  

• Councillor A C Lawton  

• Councillor A Parkes 

• Councillor D Proudlove 

• Councillor J Redfern 

• Councillor W Rogers  

• Councillor J Salt (Chair) 

• Councillor N Yates

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnerships Officer 

• Mrs Margaret Warman – Compliance and Governance Officer 

• Mrs Angela Williams – Administration Officer 

• Councillor J Jones 
 
Councillor Salt recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting. 

 
19.  APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS 
Councillor C Smith (Absent) 

 
20.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 
Nothing to declare. 

b) Other Interests 
Councillor Salt declared an interest in item 26. 

  



  

 

 
21. MINUTES  

a) To sign the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 

All agreed. 
 

b) To receive the Notes from the Biddulph Works Together meeting held on 
Wednesday 3 September 2025 

They were received. 

 
22. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR YATES: Alleviating Fly Tipping and 

Litter at Lay-Bys on Congleton Road (Mow Cop) 

Councillor Yates provided information regarding the high number of incidents of car 
cruising and car meets in the area. It was noted that Public Space Protection Orders have 
been implemented in other areas of Staffordshire, which may have inadvertently 
encouraged more car meets locally. Councillor Yates also highlighted that litter bins are 
overflowing, creating additional concerns. 

Councillor Yates reported that Cheshire East Council is considering introducing a Public 
Space Protection Order in response to the misuse of the area. 

A discussion took place confirming that both Cheshire and Staffordshire Police have been 
involved in investigating these issues. 

It was requested that Councillor Yates keep the Town Council updated on developments.  

 
23. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR KISICKI: To receive an update on changes 

to telegraph poles around the town, sharing information from a range of 
Councillors, to determine whether there is any action for the Town Council 

Councillor Kisicki asked whether it would be possible to contact Openreach and BT to 
regarding telegraph poles being installed throughout the town, and to explore alternative 
solutions. 

A discussion took place noting that many members of the public are unhappy with the 
appearance of the telegraph poles. Councillor Lawton reported that he had received a 
petition from residents regarding this matter. 



  

 

It was proposed by Councillor Salt, and seconded by Councillor Garvey, that the Chief 
Officer compose a letter to Openreach to report the complaints received and to address 
the concerns, including consideration of alternative solutions to the installation of 
telegraph poles. All agreed. 

 

24. EVENTS: 
a) Discussion about the Classic Vehicle Show and Opening of the Town Hall 

frontage 

The Chief Officer provided a debrief on the 5th Classic Vehicle Show, noting that although 
the weather was not ideal, there were over 230 vehicles in attendance, representing an 
increase on previous years. The event coincided with the official opening of the Town Hall 
frontage. The Deputy Lieutenant, alongside The Mayor, Councillor Lawton, formally 
opened the area in front of the mining bricks and refurbished wheel. The Chief Officer 
reported that many positive comments had been received from attendees. 

Councillor Rogers expressed thanks, on behalf of himself and Jim Davies, to Town Council 
staff and all volunteers who contributed to the event. 

A formal vote of thanks was proposed for Jim Davies, the Deputy Lieutenant, and Town 
Council Officers. 

b) Consideration of Christmas activities 
The Chief Officer reported that the Christmas Light Switch on will take place on 29 
November. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Garvey, to revive the Events Working group; seconded by 
Councillor Rogers. All agreed.  
 
Councillor Salt suggested to use the town square as a social area.  
 

c) To receive an update on the mining oral history project 
The Chief Officer reported that work is currently underway with a consultant from the 
Outside Arts Group to create an oral history project, which involves compiling people’s 
mining memories. Saturday 8 November has been scheduled as the recording day to 
collect these memories. 
 
An update on this will be brought to a future meeting. All agreed. 
 



  

 

Councillor Yates questioned whether the Industrial Community Alliance meeting to be 
held in Staffordshire Moorlands 17 July 2026, it was discussed that it could be held at the 
Town Hall; Councillor Yates would provide more information. 
 
 

d) To receive an update on Chain Reaction activities 
The Chief Officer reported that a bid to Cycling UK has been declined, the feedback was 
that the application was strong however the council was a satellite area, and would only 
be considered if there was funds left. Next year, Cycling UK hoped that the process for 
the applications would be quicker, and also suggested that the Town Council consider 
becoming a cycle club. 
 
The Chief Officer reported, following a recent partners’ meeting, a number of 
forthcoming events for the diary: an event on 11 October to sell pre-loved bikes, and a 
“Ride for Lights” event October/ November. There were early discussions regarding a 
future cycling festival.  
 
Councillor Yates advised that he is exploring the possibility of completing another 
sponsored 40k bike ride event for the community. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the Yarnbomb bikes, and it was agreed that these 
would be stored over the winter following the event on 27 October. 
 
 

25.    TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON MARTYN’S LAW AND TO AGREE THAT 
A PROJECT GROUP SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO CONSIDER 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL IN MORE DETAIL: What you 
need to know about the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 

The Chief Officer explained that, in light of updates on Martyn’s Law, further 
consideration would be required regarding the management of external events and 
Town Council activities, particularly in relation to evacuations and invacuations from the 
Town Hall. 

It was discussed and agreed that a working group be established to take this forward. 

  

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025.html
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025.html


  

 

 
26.    TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL’S ROLE WITH A 

PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH PROJECT INVOLVING YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

The Chief Officer reported that it is a 5-year project; the Town Council has been 
successful and will receive funding of £5,000 over the life of the project. 
 
The Officers were thanked for their hard work.  

 
27.    TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE LIBRARY OF THINGS 

The Chief Officer reported that the launch of this project should take place in October.  

 
 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the Council 

is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded. 

 
 
28.    TO CONSIDER ONGOING SUPPORT FOR THE BEREAVEMENT 

GROUP OPERATING FROM THE TOWN HALL 
 
It was discussed to stop the group and then restart a group, possibly managed by another 
agency. Agreed. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.22pm. 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. Date……………………………………………… 


