MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2025, 6PM
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR

PRESENT:

The Mayor:

Councillor A C Lawton
Deputy Mayor
Councillor C Smith
Councillor C Brady
Councillor Rev. Y Case
Councillor N Eardley
Councillor S Fletcher
Councillor J I M Garvey
Councillor A K Harper

Councillor M A Hopkins
Councillor K J Jackson
Councillor C Kisicki
Councillor N Lawton
Councillor ACW Parkes
Councillor D Proudlove
Councillor J Redfern
Councillor W Rogers
Councillor J Salt
Councillor N R Yates

e Councillor AH Hart

Councillors Garvey, N. Lawton and Smith were in attendance but did not sign the attendance
sheet.

IN ATTENDANCE:
e Mrs Sarah M Haydon — Chief Officer (Minute Taker)
e Ms Jodie Hancock — Events and Partnership Officer
e Mrs Margaret Warman - Compliance and Governance Officer
e Mrs Angela Williams — Administration Officer
e PCSO Scott Parry — Staffordshire Police
e PCSO Georgina Cantrall — Staffordshire Police

Councillor Rogers introduced the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chief Officer.
Councillor Reverand Case led the Town Council in Prayer.

The Mayor, Councillor Lawton, recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting.



31. PRESENTATION TO GLOW (WOMEN'’S REFUGE) OF CHARITABLE DONATIONS RECEIVED
AT THE ‘BIDDULPH CELEBRATES INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN EVENT’, WHICH WAS
SUPPORTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL IN MAY 2025

Unable to attend the Town Council meeting.

32. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Staffordshire Police (five minutes)

Councillor Yates enquired whether there was any update regarding reports of masked
individuals in the early hours around Haydon Park. PCSO Parry advised that a patrol strategy is

in place and confirmed that an investigation remains ongoing.

Councillor Jackson asked for an update on the issue of motorbikes. PCSO Parry reported that a
plain-clothes operation is currently active and that action is being taken.

Councillor Jackson further raised concerns regarding possible hate crime at a local takeaway.
PCSO Parry responded that he did not believe the incident was racially motivated.

Councillor Smith requested that police surgeries be held outside of standard working hours to
improve accessibility. PCSO Parry and PC Cantrall noted the request.

Councillor Garvey expressed thanks to the Police team for their attendance at a recent event
in Biddulph Moor and for their feedback.

Councillor A. Lawton asked whether any investigations were ongoing in relation to late-night
car-related disruption.

PCSO Parry provided his contact details to Councillors to enable direct communication by
email.

33. APOLOGIES
To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.

e Councillor C Wood
e Councillor J Jones
e Councillor D Hawley



34. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations
Councillors Salt, Smith and Rogers declared an interest in item 43.

b) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests
Councillor Smith declared an interest in item 41.

35. MINUTES
a) To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on Tuesday 8
July 2025
Proposed by Councillor Yates, seconded by Councillor Garvey. All agreed.

b) To receive the Minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting on
Tuesday 8 July 2025
Proposed by Councillor Hart, seconded by Councillor Parkes. All agreed.

c) To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 15 July
2025
Proposed by Councillor Garvey, seconded by Councillor Redfern. All agreed.

d) To receive the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting held on
Tuesday 15 July 2025
Proposed by Councillor Garvey, seconded by Councillor Yates. All agreed.

36. MAYORS COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor reported that he had attended fifteen events during the Biddulph Festival. These
included a variety of performances, a theatrical event, the 10th anniversary celebration of the
Zone, and a Family Funday. The Mayor also attended a summer concert at the Roaches
School, a U3A event at the Town Hall, and welcomed Italian visitors who participated in many
of the activities. The Mayor noted that this was only a selection of the many events that had
taken place and recorded his thanks to the volunteers whose efforts and time had made the
Festival such a success.

The Mayor further reported that during the month of August there had been fewer events,
but they were equally memorable. These included a service at St. Lawrence’s Church with the
laying of wreaths on VJ Day, and a commemorative service at the church; a Fish and Chip
lunch was also attended.



37. STANDING AGENDA ITEMS:

Councillors to note that these are existing standing agenda items and can be amended by
resolution, if required.

a) To receive an update on the management of Town Council Assets

The Chief Officer noted that a Wallaby has been hosted on the site of the Visitors Centre, as

part of an Outside Arts partnership project.

b) To receive an update on health and safety activities (inc. risk management)
The Chief Officer reported that the external Health and Safety Officer has conducted the
Health and Safety walk around. There were no major issues identified.

c) To receive an update on ‘Biddulph Works Together’ project.

The Chief Officer reported that a recent meeting had been held, at which it was agreed that
each group should compile a list of activities by the deadline of 1 October. The meeting also
considered how best to advertise these activities.

Councillor Jackson expressed his thanks for the work of the group.

38. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON OUTSIDE BODY MEETINGS ATTENDED SINCE THE JULY
2025 MEETING (Updates only from the following meetings: Biddulph in Bloom,
Moorlands Assembly, Staffordshire Parish Councils Association, Moorlands
Partnership Board, Twinning Association and Fairtrade)

Councillor Rogers reported that he had attended a meeting of the Staffordshire Parish
Councils Association; he had brought copies of the policies for any Councillor who wished to
read them.

Councillor Smith reported that a Fairtrade cake competition would be taking place as part
of the Homemade and Homegrown event.

39. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR PROUDLOVE:

As members know, Local Government Reorganisation is progressing at pace and final
submissions to government are to be made in November. Staffordshire Moorlands District
Council is working towards a programme of legacy work across the district, and the desire is
for this to be locally led, and built around local, strategic priorities. The legacy work is likely
to consist of a mix of capital investment, asset transfers, and the development of locality
governance arrangements in readiness for the new post-Local Government Reorganisation
world.

I move that Biddulph Town Council:



1. Examines local strategic priorities to help inform the Staffordshire Moorlands
District Council legacy work in Biddulph, and agrees what should be taken forward
in partnership with the District Council;

2. Commits to the creating a Town Partnership and what that might look like with
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and other stakeholders; and

3. Commits to continued Local Government Reorganisation preparatory work,
particularly the Staffordshire Moorlands District Council locality model.

The first two can be taken forward via the Town and Community Committee, the third via
the LGR/Devolution Working Group.

The Mayor queried whether the objective was to work with the current District Council to
ensure arrangements are in place. Councillor Proudlove confirmed that there is a legacy
element to be considered; the Town Council could shape what services and projects are
delivered in Biddulph.

A discussion took place in relation to the various proposals for the new unitary council.

It was proposed by Councillor Salt, and seconded by Councillor Yates, that the three items
outlined be referred to the LGR/Devolution Working Group. All agreed.

40. TO CONSIDER THE CONTENT OF AN ANONYMISED LETTER FROM A CONSTITUENT
(ATTACHED) AND A RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER

Councillor Salt thanked the resident for their letter and proposed that the Chair of the Local

Government Reorganisation and Devolution Working Group, together with the Chief Officer,

prepare a response to the questions raised.

It was further proposed that the draft response be circulated to Councillors via email to
ensure there is clarity about the response given. The proposal was seconded by Councillor
Yates. All agreed.

41. TO APPROVE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES PAY AGREEMENT (ATTACHED)
It was proposed by Councillor Redfern; seconded by Councillor Harper. All Agreed.

42. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN HALL FRONTAGE DEVELOPMENT

The Chief Officer reported that all hoarding and Heras fencing would be removed by Friday 12
September, and that the official opening event would take place as part of the Classic Vehicle
Show on Saturday 13 September. It was noted that the Deputy Lieutenant for Staffordshire
(Judy Scott Moncrieff) would formally open the frontage at 2pm, and that a mining exhibition,
including refreshments, would be held in the Town Hall.

The Chief Officer noted that final finishing touches were being completed.



Councillor Hart advised that he had received many positive comments from members of the

public.

On behalf of the Town Council, Councillor Jackson expressed thanks to the staff for their work
and commitment in ensuring the project was brought to completion. A vote of thanks was
proposed by Councillor Jackson; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed.

43. ACCOUNTS & FINANCE
a) To approve accounts to be paid in August and September 2025:

Expenditure over £500

Salaries August | 17403.90

HMRC PAYE August 5377.86

Staffordshire Pension | Staff Pensions August 6041.05

Fund

Prism Software & Licensing August 1044.14

SMDC Business Rates — TH August 2428.00

SMDC Business Rates — TH September 2428.00

P & R Graphics Supply & Fit Aluminium 2700.00

Limited Totem Sign

Sandyford Property Rent and Service Charges — August 648.00

Services Brown Lees Storage Unit

Sandyford Property Rent and Service Charges — September 648.00

Services Brown Lees Storage Unit

Prism Software & Licensing September 1044.14

Ctd Architects Professional Fees — Town INV 6687 1041.60
Hall Frontage

Moorland Contract Cleaning — April Visitor Centre 1134.01

Cleaning Ltd

Moorland Contract Cleaning — April Bus Hub 1743.32

Cleaning Ltd

Halfern Ltd Town Hall Frontage 67486.40

RGS Lengthsman work 5" June—-6™July | 1760.00

Marks Events Ltd Drinks — Table Bottles NY Mayoral Civic Ball 621.41

Communities Wake Up Shake Up sessions BWT 600.00

Supporting Families | / SEND Stay and Play

Biddulph Library Oatcake Fridays 12 June — 12 BWT 750.00

(SCQ) Dec

E.on Energy Solutions | Replacement of broken Inv 6018808430 789.43

obsolete street lanterns —
Orme Rd




Moorland Contract Cleaning — July Visitor Centre 1134.01
Cleaning Ltd
Moorland Contract Cleaning — July Bus Hub 1802.75
Cleaning Ltd
Octopus Energy Electricity — Town Hall 01 Jul to 04 Aug 25 1470.31
Octopus Energy Electricity — Town Hall 05 Aug to 25 Aug 25 813.40
Octopus Energy Electricity — Visitor Centre 01 Aug —31 Aug 25 657.95
SLCC Membership Annual Renewal 503.00
Amanda for Blinds Chamber Blinds — Balance Inv 39102 581.00
Gary Smith Electrical | Emergency Lighting Town Hall, Visitor Centre, 960.00
Ltd inspections & repairs Bus Hub
RGS Lengthsman Work 6" July— 10" Aug | 2460.00
Halfern Ltd Town Hall Frontage 64938.90
B Webster Plumbing | 1° Floor Toilet repairs & Town Hall 580.00
& Heating Kitchen Hot Water pipework
alterations INV 48
N&J Tree Services Ltd | Tree Cutting & Inspection Burial Ground 864.00
Expenditure less than £500
Standard Life Pension Voluntary August 250.00
Contribution
CASH Vol Exp AUG + Petty Cash 250.79
Ctd architects Professional Fees Town Hall Frontage 430.80
Waterplus TBG — water Supply 12 June to 12 July 21.43
Waterplus TBG — water Supply 12 July to 12 Aug 26.25
E.on Energy Solutions | Replacement of broken Ref 46201 318.58
Street lantern — Brown Lees
Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 18/8/25 INV 158052 108.35
EDF Energy GAS — Town Hall
SMDC Business Rates — Storage July 189.00
Unit
CJ Skelhorne Mayors Chain Engrave — INV 29161 156.00
Jewellers addition A Lawton — supply 2
new slide bars and pin
PHS Group Visitor Centre — Sanitary Sep 25 —Sep 26 179.71
Disposal
PHS Group Bus Hub — Sanitary Disposal Sep 25 —Sep 26 419.02
PHS Group Town Hall — Sanitary Sep 25 —Sep 26 354.12
Disposal
Scottish Power Station Rd — Electricity 10 May — 8 Aug 53.43




SMDC Business Rates — Storage August 189.00
Unit

SMDC Business Rates — Storage September 189.00
Unit

Unity Trust Bank Charges June 19.80

Myers & Co HR Assist 12t July — 11t August 150.00

Reliance High Tech Lone Working Devices June 37.80

Prism Phone Charges June 289.44

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 15/07/25 INV 156684 170.24

Euro Digital Systems | Printing — July Inv 149280 82.07

Door Maintenance Town Hall Automatic Door 282.00

Specialists (Sot) Ltd Repair

Waterplus Visitor Centre — Water July 53.30
Supply

Eon Next Electricity — Brown Lees July 24.70
Storage Unit

Filmbankmedia Family Film Screening “Wild Robot” 164.40

Filmbankmedia Family Film Screening “The Penguin Lessons” 164.40

Jodie Hancock Parking (Aug) & Advertising 26.41
reimbursement

Myers & Co Employer Assist Membership 12 Aug — 11t 150.00

September

NWEFE Limited Fire Extinguisher Remedials Visitor Centre 106.80

NWFE Limited Fire Extinguisher Remedials Town Hall 222.00

Unity Trust Bank Charges July 22.50

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 21/07/25 INV 156990 108.35

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 28/07/25 INV 157260 232.14

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 11/08/25 INV 157793 170.24

Waterplus Storage Unit — Water Supply July 19.76

Angela Williams Reimbursement — Paint and Burial Ground/Frontage 36.94
Caddy Liners Benches, Town hall

Sarah Haydon Reimbursement — Canal & River Trust Visit / 34.33
parking/travel Staff parking

Fifteen Group Wifi & Mobile Phones July —Inv 127066 94.80

K.Wood Window Cleaning Town Hall 70.00

Waterplus Moorland Rd Allotments — July 8.26
Water Supply

Waterplus WBG — Water Supply 12 May — 12 August 25 24.62

HEADS (Congleton Advertising — VJ Day Inv 133504 388.80

Chronicle)

R E Stevenson Update names - Mayors Chamber 130.00
Honours Board

Eon Next Electricity — Storage Unit 30t April — 30" June 39.33




Adrian Lawton Mayoral Expenses June/July 46.30

NatWest Bank Charges 31 May to 4 July 2.10

Wain Marsh Tree Removal of hanging branch — Visitor Centre 100.00

Services emergency call out

Charlie Smith Deputy mayor expenses Clothing 62.20

Tonis Treats Feast & Flicks 9/6 Refreshments 90.00

Moorland Contract Cleaning Supplies INV 4369 Town Hall 122.93

Janitorial Ltd

Moorland Contract Cleaning Supplies INV 4412 Town Hall 45.00

Janitorial Ltd

NatWest Bank Charges 5 July to 1 Aug 25 0.70

Moorland Contract Cleaning Supplies INV 4370 Bus hub 87.56

Janitorial Ltd

Prism Phone Charges July 289.25

Reliance High Tech Lone Working Devices Aug 37.80

Fifteen Group Wifi & Mobile Phones July —INV 127455 95.23

Jill Salt Reimbursement — Fitness & Art materials 42.34
Film Day

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 25/8 Inv 158314 232.14

Tidysite Skip Services | Bin Emptying w/c 01/09 Inv 158537 108.35

Waterplus Visitor Centre — Water 01 Aug—01 Sep 56.11
Supply

Waterplus Moorland Rd Allotments — 01 Aug — 01 Sep 8.26
Water Supply

Waterplus Storage Unit — Water Supply 01 Aug — 01 Sep 19.76

Eon Next Electricity — Christmas Lights 1%t Aug — 31°* Aug 36.46
Supply

Octopus Energy Electricity — Bus Hub 01 Aug —31 Aug 25 119.15

Wayne Rogers Travel Expenses SPCA Meeting 1.20

Gary Smith’s Bus Hub — Emergency Light INV 10408 160.00

Electrical Limited Fitting

Basefit Training Fitness & Film Day Trainer 70.00

B Webster Plumbing | Ground Floor Toilet repair Town Hall 125.00

& Heating INV 47

Moorland Contract Cleaning Supplies INV 4417 Bus Hub 75.30

Janitorial Ltd

Moorland Contract Cleaning Supplies INV 4416 Town Hall 104.90

Janitorial Ltd

NOTE: Mayors Transfer of funds deposited Clir Yates 24-25 year 443.93

Charities Account

to main account

Credit Card




GiffGaff Mobile Phones August 8.00
GiffGaff Mobile Phones August 8.00
GiffGaff Mobile Phones August 8.00
Sainsburys Feast & Flicks refreshments 48.29
Royal British Legion VE Day lamp Post 28.94
Amazon Cable Ties 12.34
Flatpack Film camp Events Officer 26.25
SMDC Brown Bags 80.00
Amanda For Blinds Deposit — Blinds Council Chamber 581.00
SMDC Dep Mayor —SMDC 50.00
Afternoon Tea Event
Nisbets Mini Blackboard — Wifi Chamber 8.38
details
Nisbets Water Boiler, Jug & Airpot Chamber 8.38
(St Lawrences)
Sainsburys Feast & Flicks 09/07 Refreshments 38.43
Amazon VE Day Tableware 22.76
Trainline Film Festival — Travel Event Officer 25.60
A Star Trophies Bench Plaques, Car Show Burial Ground, 170.00
Trophy x2, Mayoral Photo Frontage, Chamber
Plaque, Tree Plaque
Facebook Social Media Advertising 30.85
Foxtail Florist VJ Day — 2x Wreaths 80.00
Amazon Wheelbarrow Handle grips 5.99
Amazon DVD Community Cinema 14.97
Amazon DVD/Blu Ray Community Cinema 5.72
Amazon DVD Community Cinema 4.20
Amazon Coasters — Gift bags Prayer Breakfast 59.96
Amazon Magnets — Gift bags Prayer Breakfast 13.99
Amazon Cleaning Supplies — Vac Town Hall 8.99
Fresheners
Amazon Stationery — Correction Fluid 4.71
Amazon DVD/Blu Ray & Markers Family Cinema & 21.77
Stationery
Amazon Vacuum Town Hall 155.00
Amazon Velcro Adhesive & Tea Bags 24.51
Amazon Duck Tape / Gorilla Tape 20.32
Amazon Shredder Office Equipment 129.99
Amazon Dry Wipes Pens & Cork Tiles 34.12

for noticeboard




Amazon Noticeboard Pins, Chalk 18.70
Pens, Brackets
Amazon Corrugated Border Roll 6.49
Amazon Card 17.30
Amazon DVD/BIlu Ray Biddulph Scratch 14.99
Amazon Disinfectant Wipes 4.22
Amazon Biodegradable Compostable 15.83
Cutlery
Amazon Adjustable Microphone 13.96
Holder
Amazon Reflective Safety Tape 11.18
Amazon Safety Signs 5.99
The Grange Chippy VJ Day — Fish & Chips 299.10
Refreshments
Home Bargains VJ Day — Tablecloths 9.18
Premier Print Signage Allotments, Burial 48.15
Ground, Butterfly
Garden and Town Hall
Sainsburys VJ Day Refreshments 14.55
David Austin Roses Roses Plants Town Hall Frontage 899.15
Information GDPR Renewal 52.00
Commissioners Office
Made By Cooper Enamel Pin Badges Biddulph Car Show 352.80
Philpott & Sons Ltd Acrylic — Noticeboard Town Hall Frontage 92.96
Amazon Vinegar Sachets / 4 pack Town Hall 14.61
Cabinet Locks
Amazon Salt and pepper sachets Town Hall 3.76
Amazon Umbrellas Burial Ground 40.51
Argos Obelisk — Twin Pack Town Hall Frontage 22.00
Foxtail Florist Flowers Mayor visit to care 30.00
home
Proposed by Councillor Harper, seconded by Councillor Rogers. All agreed.
b) To approve supplementary accounts
Expenditure over £500
Salaries September 19683.10
HMRC PAYE September 6929.27
Staff Pensions Pensions September 7095.73




Moorland Contract Cleaning — September Visitor Centre 1081.67
Cleaning
Moorland Contract Cleaning — September Bus Hub 1743.32
Cleaning
HB Clews Repair footpaths Burial Ground 1400.00
RGS Lengthsman Work 10" Aug—-3™| 1620.00
September
Moorside Memorials Replacement of damaged (Funded via Glendale 1600.00
Memorial Compensation)
RCD Chris Thompson Town hall Frontage work - Town Hall 2740.13
benches, noticeboards,
planters. Town Hall
Cabinet repair and fitted.
Expenditure less than £500
CASH Volunteer Expenses September 218.74
(£160.00), Petty Cash
(£58.74)
Standard Life Additional Voluntary September 250.00
Contribution
Wayne Rogers Travel Expenses SPCA Meeting 24.30
Sarah Haydon Reimbursement — Town Hall Frontage, 87.08
Flowers, Plugs, Cables + Butterfly Garden
Parking
Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 08/09 Inv 158790 170.24
Ltd
Biddulph Methodist BWT Warm Welcome 350.00
Church
Christ Church Biddulph | Councillor Grant Scheme Via Cllr Hawley 125.00
Moor 2025-26
Jodie Hancock Poster Delivery — Home Travel Expenses 20.25
Grown
Jodie Hancock Travel Expenses / Reimbursement 48.63
Homegrown Literature /
Refreshments Meeting
Ctd Architects Professional Fees Town Hall Frontage 474.00
Credit Card
Note: Nisbets Water Boiler, Jug & Airpot BWT / Town hall Corr
(St Lawrences) amount
923.94
Pointons Plant Centre Plants Town Hall Frontage 1038.00




Amazon

Buckle Tree Ties

Town Hall Frontage

17.23

Sainsburys

Refreshments

Biddulph Scratch

1.84

Proposed by Councillor Brady, seconded by Councillor Harper. All agreed.

The meeting ended at 7.08pm. The representatives from Glow (Iltem 31) arrived as the

meeting was closing. A brief presentation was given; Town Councillors thanked the

representatives for their ongoing work.

------------------------------------------------------




