
   

 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 
TUESDAY 8 JULY 2025, 6PM 

HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR  

 
 

PRESENT:  

• The Mayor: 
Councillor A C Lawton 

• Deputy Mayor 
Councillor C Smith 

• Councillor S Fletcher 

• Councillor J I M Garvey 

• Councillor A K Harper 

• Councillor D J Hawley 

• Councillor A H Hart 

• Councillor M A Hopkins 

• Councillor K J Jackson  

• Councillor J T Jones 

• Councillor C Kisicki 

• Councillor A C W Parkes 

• Councillor J Redfern 

• Councillor W Rogers 

• Councillor J Salt  

• Councillor C Wood 

• Councillor N R Yates

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnership Officer 

• Mrs Angela Williams – Administration Officer 

• Pastor Liz Holdcroft – Lifestream Church 

• Mr John Robinson – Town Crier 
 
The Town Crier introduced the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chief Officer. 
 
Liz Holdcroft led the Town Council in Prayer. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Lawton, recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting. 
 

16.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Staffordshire Police (five minutes) 
 
The Chief Officer, reporting on behalf of PCSO Josh Carter, informed the Council that a plain-
clothes operation had recently been conducted in response to persistent issues involving 
nuisance motorbikes within the town. As a result of this targeted initiative, the level of 
disturbance has been significantly reduced. 
It was also noted that incidents of anti-social behaviour on Mow Cop Road have similarly 
decreased. 



   

 

Councillor Salt reported that she has been subjected to online abuse and requested that a 
meeting be arranged with a Police Officer to discuss the matter further. 
 
Councillor Hawley queried whether the County Council section of the public participation 
could be included in the official recording of the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor 
Hawley to include this item on a future agenda; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed. 
 
 

17.   APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 

• Councillor C Brady 

• Councillor Rev. Y Case 

• Councillor N Eardley 

• Councillor D Proudlove 
  
 
18. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 
Councillors Salt and Lawton declared an interest in item 30. 
 

b) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests 
Councillors Hawley and Salt declared an interest in item 29. 
 
19. MINUTES 

a) To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on Tuesday 10 
June 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Yates; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed. 
 

b) To receive the Minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting on 
Tuesday 10 June 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Hart; seconded by Councillor Redfern. All agreed. 
 

c) To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17 June 
2025 

Proposed by Councillor Hopkins; seconded by Councillor Yates. All agreed. 
 

d) To receive the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 17 June 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Salt; seconded by Councillor Smith. All agreed. 
 

e) To approve and sign the Minutes of the Finance Strategy and Management 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 24 June 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Rogers; seconded by Councillor Wood. All agreed. 
 



   

 

20. MAYORS COMMUNICATIONS 

The Mayor reported that he has recently attended a variety of events, many of which have 
been new and enriching experiences for him in his mayoral role. 

The Mayor had attended a range of civic events and noted that his own Mayoral Civic 
Service took place at the Town Hall, along with a prayer breakfast, both of which were well 
attended. 

He highlighted his attendance at the Well Dressing event in Biddulph Moor, praising the 
considerable artistic skill on display. He especially enjoyed the maypole dancing and the 
presence of alpacas, which added a unique charm to the event. 

The Mayor also attended the Northern Soul event at the Town Hall, which he thoroughly 
enjoyed. 

As part of the Rotarian Awards, he presented two awards, recognising young people for 
their contributions to the community. 

He officially opened both the Biddulph Festival and Biddulph by the Sea, and also visited 
several local initiatives and venues, including the Café on the Steps, the Open Art 
Exhibition, the Victoria Centre, and the Biddulph and District Community Concert. 

Most recently, he had the pleasure of meeting and welcoming a group of young people 
and teachers from Biddulph’s twinned town of Fusignano. 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Smith, reported on an event held in honour of the Lord-
Lieutenant of Staffordshire on the occasion of their retirement. It was noted that Liz 
Barnes will succeed Sir Ian as the new Lord-Lieutenant. 

The Mayor also acknowledged and praised the Yarnbombers group for their creative 
decorations along the High Street in celebration of the Biddulph Festival. He expressed his 
gratitude for their continued dedication and contribution to the town’s community spirit. 
Councillor also added his thanks.  

 
 

21. STANDING AGENDA ITEMS:   
Councillors to note that these are existing standing agenda items and can be amended by 
resolution, if required.  

a) To receive an update on the management of Town Council Assets 
The Chief Officer noted that there is no update. 
 

b) To receive an update on health and safety activities (inc. risk management) 
The Chief Officer stated that Martyn’s law will have implications for events; this will be 
considered at the Town and Community Committee.   



   

 

 
c) To receive an update on ‘Biddulph Works Together’ project.  

It was suggested that groups operating under the Biddulph Works Together initiative could 
consider hosting a young person as part of the work experience programme. This option will 
be explored further with a view to implementation in the next academic year. 
 
 
22. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON OUTSIDE BODY MEETINGS ATTENDED SINCE THE JUNE 

2025 MEETING (Updates only from the following meetings: Biddulph in Bloom, 
Moorlands Assembly, Staffordshire Parish Councils Association, Moorlands 
Partnership Board, Twinning Association and Fairtrade) 

Councillor Rogers reported that he attended the Moorlands Assembly meeting. He noted that 
Councillors Harper and Hart are representatives on the Moorlands Partnership Board.  

Councillor Smith reported that she attended an assembly at Kingfield School, where the school 
was formally presented with a Fairtrade Award in recognition of their commitment to 
Fairtrade principles. 

 

23. TO CONFIRM THAT THE PART-TIME CUSTOMER SUPPORT ASSISTANT POSITION 
WILL BE ADVERTISED INTERNALLY, WITH THE CHIEF OFFICER AND CHAIR OF THE 
FINANCE STRATEGY AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON THE INTERVIEW PANEL 

Councillor Redfern proposed to move the agenda item to the confidential section; seconded 
by Hart. All agreed. 
 

24. TO APPROVE THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL WILL PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES (WITH 
FOOD) FOR OLDER YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE LAST WEEK OF AUGUST AS PART OF THE 
BIDDULPH WORKS TOGETHER PROGRAMME (VOLUNTEERS WILL BE DBS CHECKED)  

The Chief Officer noted that the current Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme does 
not extend to older young people at the end of the summer holidays. 

It was discussed and agreed that structured provision for this age group should be considered 
as part of the Biddulph Works Together initiative, in order to address the gap in services and 
engagement opportunities. 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Smith. All Agreed. 
 

25. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN HALL FRONTAGE DEVELOPMENT 

The Chief Officer reported that work on laying the pavers is scheduled to begin this week. 
Conversations are ongoing with Ibstock regarding the installation of memorial bricks. 



   

 

It was noted that the new notice boards have now been installed. The handyman is scheduled 
to be on site next week to carry out painting works on the benches and bollards. 

The Chief Officer also mentioned that the Mining Week is expected to return imminently. 

26. TO CONFIRM ADDITIONAL CCTV FOR BIDDULPH TOWN HALL 

The Chief Officer reported that one of the CCTV cameras located in the car park is currently in 
need of repair. It was also noted that the existing CCTV coverage does not extend to the 
frontage of the Town Hall. Additionally, the CCTV unit installed at the Bus Hub requires the 
receiver to be moved. 

A quotation for the necessary works has been received from the current provider, Clearway. It 
was proposed by Councillor Salt and seconded by Councillor Garvey to proceed. All agreed. 

 

27. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM YOUNG PEOPLE FROM THE SCHOOL LEARNERS 
FORUM (30 JUNE 2025) IN RELATION TO WHAT THE TOWN COUNCIL SHOULD DO 
ON THE NEW TOWN HALL FRONTAGE, AND SUGGESTIONS TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE 
TO CYCLE MORE  

The Chief Officer reported that the School Learners Forum took place in the Town Hall; they  
shared ideas and suggestions from developments and future actions. 

Councillor Jones queried whether the proposal for bike stands, as mentioned in the forum’s 
presentation, had been progressed. 

Councillor Yates expressed his enthusiasm that young people are showing a strong interest in 
promoting cycling within the town. 

Councillor Salt added that the introduction of e-bikes would be a positive development and 
supported the idea. 

 

28. TO CONFIRM THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL HAS ALLOCATED £57,000 TO VOLUNTARY 
AND COMMUNITY SECTOR AS PART OF THE GRANTS PROCESS 

Proposed by Councillor Wood; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed. 
 

29. TO CONFIRM THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL WILL APPLY TO LEAD ON A YOUTH 
RESEARCH PROJECT IN CONJUNCTION WITH STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY 
(INFORMATION ATTACHED) 

 

 
Councillor Salt left the meeting at 19.07 due to her conflict of interest. 



   

 

 
Proposed by Councillor Smith forthwith; seconded by Councillor Redfern. It was agreed. 
 

30. ACCOUNTS & FINANCE 
a) To approve any quotations received before the summer meetings break. 
The Chief Officer reported that there are no current quotations to consider.  
 
b) To approve accounts to be paid in July 2025: 

 

Expenditure over £500 

 

SMDC Business Rates – TH July 2428.00 
Sandyford Property 
Services 

Rent and Service Charges – 
Brown Lees Storage Unit 

July 648.00 

Prism Software & Licensing July 1044.14 

Ctd Architects Professional Fees Town hall Frontage 1052.40 
Halfern Ltd Town Hall Frontage  57726.18 

Tonis Treats Mayors Civic Ceremony Refreshments 850.00 
1st Biddulph Moor 
Scout Group 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  1600.00 

Biddulph Festival 
Committee 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  2000.00 

Biddulph In Bloom Town Council Grant 2025-26  20000.00 

Biddulph Youth & 
Community Zone 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  2000.00 

Citizens Advice 
Staffordshire North 
and SOT 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  20000.00 

Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  800.00 

Moorlands Voluntary 
and Community 
Transport 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  1600.00 

The Green Tree 
House 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  8000.00 

Unity Trust Transfer CCLA Transfer of funds  150,000.00 
    

Expenditure less than £500  
 

Standard Life Pension Voluntary 
Contribution 

July 250.00 



   

 

Prism Windows Upgrade Office Staff 450.00 

Beartown Soul 
Promotions 

Biddulph’s Got Soul – June 
2025 

INV 00029 325.00 

Complete Weed 
Control 

Japanese Knotweed 
Treatment Year 2 

Butterfly Garden 480.00 

B Webster Plumbing 
& Heating 

Emergency Call Out -leak – 
INV 46 

WBG 180.00 

B Webster Plumbing 
& Heating 

Repair leak Kitchen Tap & 
Unblock urinals – INV 45 

Town Hall 180.00 

Stage Management 
Services 

Remedial Works following 
Annual Test 

Town Hall Stage 
Lighting 

397.00 

Waterplus TBG – water Supply 12 May – 12 June 21.52 

SLCC Staff Training Customer Service  42.00 

EDF Energy GAS – Town Hall June 156.94 

SMDC Business Rates – Storage Unit July 189.00 

Unity Trust Bank Charges April 20.55 
Myers & Co HR Assist  12th June – 11th July 150.00 

Reliance High Tech Lone Working Devices June 37.80 

Prism Phone Charges May 286.96 
Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 09/06/25 INV 155345 108.35 

GrenkeLeasing Quarterly Fee July - Sep 2025 165.60 
Lifestyle Windows Replacement unit Town Hall  145.00 

Euro Digital Systems Printing – June Inv 147518 165.60 
Waterplus Visitor Centre – Water Supply June 50.39 

Wain Marsh Tree 
Services 

Emergency Call Out – Tree 
Work 

TBG 180.00 

Sarah Haydon Reimbursement – Plants & 
Travel expenses (SLCC 
meeting) 

 43.88 

Moorland Contract 
Janitorial 

Cleaning Supplies Town Hall 175.78 

Unity Trust Bank Charges May 21.45 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 16/06/25 INV 155640 170.24 

Elizabeth Davies Staff Parking – 
Reimbursement 

May/June 28.50 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 23/06/25 INV 155898 108.35 
Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 30/06/25 INV 156159 232.14 

SMDC Licensing Renewal Town Hall 70.00 
SMDC Lease of Land  Congleton  90.00 

Unity Trust Service Charges 5 Mar – 3 June 29.30 

Tonis Treats Dementia Approach 
Refreshments 

Inv 23 30.00 



   

 

Waterplus Storage Unit – Water Supply June 19.12 
Susan Booth Prayer Breakfast – Oatcakes & 

Foil Trays 
Reimbursement 12.92 

Tonis Treats Feast & Flicks 11/6/25 Refreshments 75.00 

Tonis Treats Meeting Refreshments 24/6 Refreshments 15.00 
Electrical Installation 
Supplies 

Lightbulbs in Police Corridor Town Hall 72.46 

Fifteen Group Wifi & Mobile Phones June – Inv 126623 94.80 

Waterplus Moorland Rd Allotments – 
Water Supply 

June 7.99 

Dell Laptop Repair  348.17 

Lee D’Courcy Room Hire Refund Town Hall 30.00 
1st Biddulph 
Rainbows 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  50.00 

Biddulph Community 
Wellbeing Group 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  300.00 

Biddulph and District 
Probus Club 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  250.00 

Biddulph District 
Guides 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  150.00 

Biddulph Ladies 
Afternoon Club 

Town Council Grant 2025-26  300.00 

Biddulph Trefoil Guild Town Council Grant 2025-26  50.00 
 

Credit Card 

Giff Gaff Mobile Phones July 8.00 

Giff Gaff Mobile Phones July 8.00 

Giff Gaff Mobile Phones July 8.00 

B&M  Dishwasher Tablets & 
Batteries 

Town Hall 23.58 

Sainsburys Mayors Civic Service Refreshments 54.51 

B&M Town Hall Cutlery  14.75 

Sainsburys Feast & Flicks 11/6/25 Refreshments 29.74 

Sainsburys BWT / Meeting / Prayer 
Breakfast Refreshments 

 195.75 

Land Registry Searches 1000007844932 14.00 

Land Registry Searches 1000007845027 7.00 

Information 
Commissioners Office 

GDPR fee renewal  52.00 

Facebook Social Media Advertising  5.97 



   

 

Sainsburys School Learners Meeting 
Refreshments 

& Office Supplies 19.05 

Land Registry Searches 1000007885525 14.00 
 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed. 
 
  

c) To approve supplementary accounts (to be tabled) 
 

Expenditure over £500 

Salaries July  17550.99 
HMRC PAYE July 5562.90 

Staff Pensions Pensions July 6295.33 
Moorland Contract 
Cleaning 

Cleaning – June Visitor Centre 1134.01 

Moorland Contract 
Cleaning 

Cleaning - June Bus Hub 1802.75 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Town Hall June 905.89 

 

Expenditure less than £500  
CASH Volunteer Expenses 

(£160.00), Petty Cash 
(£20.75) 

July 180.75 

NatWest Bank Charges May 2.10 
Octopus Energy Electricity – Bus Hub June 119.96 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Visitor Centre June 416.18 
Clearway Replacement Batteries – 

Town Hall Alarm 
 29.71 

Filmbankmedia Biddulph Scratch – 
screening 

July 104.40 

SLCC Chief Officer – Training Crisis Communications 54.00 

SLCC Customer Service – 
Training 

Excel  168.00 

K Wood Window Cleaning July 70.00 
Moorland Contract 
Janitorial 

Cleaning Supplies – Bus 
Hub 

Inv 4330 98.12 

Moorland Contract 
Janitorial 

Cleaning Supplies – Town 
Hall 

Inv 4331 33.38 

E-on Next Electricity Supply – 
Christmas Lights Supply 

June 17.64 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 
07/07/25 

Inv 156423 108.35 



   

 

Sovereign Planned 
Services Ltd 

  296.74 

 

Credit Card 
Flying Colours.org Flags  200.34 

 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Hart. All agreed. 
 

 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the 
Council is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded. 
 

23. TO CONFIRM THAT THE PART-TIME CUSTOMER SUPPORT ASSISTANT POSITION WILL BE 
ADVERTISED INTERNALLY, WITH THE CHIEF OFFICER AND CHAIR OF THE FINANCE STRATEGY 
AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON THE INTERVIEW PANEL 
 
Interview arrangements were discussed and agreed.  
 
 
The meeting ended at 7.36pm. 
 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………….. Date……………………………………………… 


