
   

 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2025, 6PM 
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR  

 
 

PRESENT:  

• The Mayor: 
Councillor A C Lawton 

• Deputy Mayor 
Councillor C Smith 

• Councillor Rev. Y Case 

• Councillor J I M Garvey 

• Councillor A K Harper 

• Councillor M A Hopkins 

• Councillor D Hawley 

• Councillor J Jones 

• Councillor K J Jackson  

• Councillor N Lawton 

• Councillor A C W Parkes 

• Councillor J Redfern 

• Councillor W Rogers 

• Councillor J Salt  

• Councillor N R Yates  

• Councillor C Wood 
 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnership Officer 

• Mrs Margaret Warman - Compliance and Governance Officer  

• Mrs Angela Williams – Administration Officer 

• PCSO Josh Hargreaves – Staffordshire Police 

• Reverent Will Drain 

• Two members of public 
 
Councillor Rogers introduced the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chief Officer. 
 
Reverand Drain led the Town Council in Prayer. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Lawton, recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting.  
 
There was a minute’s silence for members to remember Councillor Sylvia Rushton who had 
recently passed away 

44.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Staffordshire Police (five minutes) 
 

PCSO Hargreaves informed the Council that there had been 23 anti-social behaviour incidents 
reported during the month, representing a reduction of 9 compared to the previous period. 



   

 

He also reported ongoing issues with nuisance motorbikes and advised that the Roads Policing 
Unit was involved, with the expectation of achieving positive outcomes. 
 
He noted that attempts of burglary had been reported in the Brown Lees area and were 
currently under investigation. 
 
Councillor Wood reported that the rubber flooring at Church Road Playing Field, which had 
recently been refurbished, had again been vandalised. He requested increased police 
presence at this location. 
 
Councillor Yates asked for any updates regarding the car meets taking place at Mow Cop. 
PCSO Hargreaves confirmed that no recent reports had been received. 
 
Councillor Yates also requested an update on the Briarswood area, where reports had been 
received of youths dressed in black and wearing balaclavas. PCSO Hargreaves advised that he 
would request for the area to be added to regular patrol routes. 
 
Councillor Jones expressed thanks for the recent police presence at the Biddulph Moor 
community event and asked what action was being taken to address the use of electric bikes.  
 
PCSO Hargreaves explained that a specialist police unit is engaged in tackling the issue, which 
forms part of a long-term, countywide operation. 
 
Councillor Salt emphasised the importance of the public reporting all incidents and noted that 
where individuals are seen riding without helmets, these should be reported via 999 as an 
emergency. 
 
PCSO Hargreaves also reminded Members that monthly police drop-in sessions take place at 
the Town Hall. 
 
Councillor Smith queried whether a social media campaign could be undertaken to provide 
the community with clear information on how and when to report incidents. 
 

45. APOLOGIES 

• Councillor C Brady 

• Councillor N Eardley 

• Councillor S Fletcher (Absent) 

• Councillor A H Hart 

• Councillor C Kisicki 

• Councillor D Proudlove 
 
To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.  
 



   

 

 
46. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
a) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 

Councillors Salt and Rogers declared an interest in item 55. 
 
b) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests 

Nothing to declare. 
 
47. MINUTES 
a) To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council on Tuesday 9 

September 2025 
Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Yates. Agreed.  
 
Councillor Jones abstained. 
 

b) To receive the Minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting on 
Tuesday 9 September 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Redfern. Agreed.  
 
Councillor Jones abstained. 
 

c) To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 16 
September 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Hawley. All agreed. 
 
d) To receive the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting held on 

Tuesday 16 September 2025 
Proposed by Councillor Salt; seconded by Councillor Harper. All agreed. 
 

e) To approve and sign the Minutes of the Finance Strategy and Management 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 23 September 2025 

Proposed by Councillor Rogers; seconded by Councillor Harper. Agreed.  
 
Councillor Redfern abstained. 
 
 

48. MAYORS COMMUNICATIONS 
The Mayor reported that between September and October he had attended nine events both 
within Biddulph and further afield. He highlighted the Classic Car Show, which saw over 230 
entrants this year, and the official opening of the newly designed Town Hall frontage where he 
presided and received many positive comments regarding the design. 
 
The Mayor noted that the Homegrown and Handmade Show was the first event to take place 
on the new frontage and had been very well received by attendees. 



   

 

 
Later in the month, the Mayor attended the Staffordshire Moorlands Civic Service at Biddulph 
Methodist Church. He stated that he was both privileged and proud to have been invited to 
take part in the service and was pleased to showcase the new Town Hall frontage to the many 
dignitaries in attendance. 
The Mayor also attended events in Leek and Uttoxeter, as well as the “Transforming the Trent 
Headwaters” project event in Hanley. Additionally, he officially attended the new Citizens 
Advice Centre in Hanley. 
 
The Mayor concluded by noting that preparations for the upcoming Christmas events were 
underway and that he looked forward to attending them. 
 

 

49. STANDING AGENDA ITEMS:   
Councillors to note that these are existing standing agenda items and can be amended by 
resolution, if required.  
a) To receive an update on the management of Town Council Assets 

The Chief Officer stated that there is no update.  
 
b) To receive an update on health and safety activities (inc. risk management) 

The Chief Officer reported that a working group has been meeting to consider requirements in 
relation to Martyn’s Law. As part of this work, members of the group had undertaken a walk-
through of the Town Hall to identify any issues requiring attention. A comprehensive risk 
assessment is being developed as part of the process. 
 
Councillor Smith noted that a webinar relevant to this topic had been circulated earlier in the 
month. 
 

c) To receive an update on ‘Biddulph Works Together’ project.  
Councillor Jackson asked when the brochure would be printed and whether the U3A could be 
invited to attend a future meeting. He expressed his appreciation for the work of the group. 
 
Councillor Salt queried whether the Toy Appeal would be taking place this year. The Chief 
Officer confirmed that the appeal would go ahead. 
 
The Chief Officer further reported that a new logo is currently being designed, which will be 
circulated with the brochure for approval. 

 
 
50. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON OUTSIDE BODY MEETINGS ATTENDED SINCE THE 

SEPTEMBER 2025 MEETING (Updates only from the following meetings: Biddulph in 
Bloom, Moorlands Assembly, Staffordshire Parish Councils Association, Moorlands 
Partnership Board, Twinning Association and Fairtrade) 



   

 

Councillor Garvey provided an update on Biddulph in Bloom, reporting that a recent meeting 
had taken place at The Grange. The group is currently in a strong financial position and has 
established a growth programme covering the next five to ten years. It was also noted that 
Biddulph in Bloom now has an active social media presence. 
 
Councillor Salt asked who the current Chair of Biddulph in Bloom is, and it was confirmed to 
be Helen Wilshaw. 
 
Councillor Garvey further noted that Local Government Reorganisation remains a key topic, 
with a consultation having taken place and the results currently awaited. 

 

 

51. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR GARVEY:  
 

Illegal installation of flags and/or banners on Biddulph lamp posts and street furniture 
 
Following the receipt of numerous complaints regarding the recent installation of Union & St 
Georges flags on lamp posts along Meadows Way, I call upon this council to issue a statement 
condemning this dangerous and potentially illegal activity, requesting that the Staffordshire 
Police investigate the incident.  
 
I would propose that the council instructs the chief officer to contact the leader and CEO of 
Staffordshire County Council (the local highways authority) to ask if permission to attach these 
flags was requested and express consent granted to do so by the County Council or its officers. 
She should also request that if this was not the case, they should arrange for their removal 
immediately.  
 
I would further propose that that the chief officer writes to the relevant power company that 
operates the street lighting in Biddulph to enquire if they received an application to install flags 
on their lamp posts, along with appropriate H&S risk assessments for the installation process, 
and if not, what action they intend to take against the perpetrators.  If no action is to be taken, 
can they confirm that similar exemptions would be afforded other organisations that might 
wish to affix items, such as Christmas lights, to the company's assets. 

Councillor Garvey added ‘throughout Biddulph and Biddulph Moor’; seconded by Councillor 
Salt. All Agreed. 
 

It was noted that, under the Highways Act, it is a criminal offence to paint on or affix items to 
highway structures. 
 
Councillor Jackson read an email received from a local PCSO regarding the matter. 
 
A discussion took place, highlighting that the flags currently displayed are illegal and should be 
removed. It was agreed that the proposal put forward by Councillor Garvey represented the 
best course of action. 
 



   

 

52. TO APPROVE A TOWN COUNCIL RESPONSE IN RELATION TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION (PLEASE NOTE, THERE IS A TRANSPORT 
WORKING GROUP MEETING ON MONDAY 13 OCTOBER TO CONSIDER THIS ISSUE): 

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/let-s-talk-
transport?utm_source=e-
shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LTPlan+launch+of+consult
ation 

 
The Chief Officer reported that the consultation in question made very little reference to 
Biddulph. As a result, the working group has compiled a list of key priorities for the town, 
which the Chief Officer then presented. County Councillors would be asked for their feedback. 
 
It was noted that the consultation does not mention neighbouring areas. 
 
Councillor Salt requested that a statement be added to clarify that the local colleges and 
hospitals, which fall outside the area, are vital.  
 
Councillor Smith requested that Newcastle-under-Lyme also be added to the list. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Salt; seconded by Councillor Smith. All agreed. 
 
 

53. TO APPROVE A LETTER TO STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
REGARDING THE TOWN COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND A STATEMENT OF 
INTENT 

The Chief Officer reported that the Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution Working 
Group had recently met to consider plans for moving forward. She explained that, up to this 
point, the Town Council had not submitted any formal recommendations. It was therefore 
suggested that the agreed priorities for the Town Council be communicated in a letter. 
 
The Chief Officer recited the points that had been agreed by the Group in the form of a draft 
letter; there were some small amendments suggested.  
 
Councillor Jones suggested that the letter also be sent to the County Council. 
 
The document was discussed and proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor 
Smith. All agreed. 
 
  

https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/let-s-talk-transport?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LTPlan+launch+of+consultation
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/let-s-talk-transport?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LTPlan+launch+of+consultation
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/let-s-talk-transport?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LTPlan+launch+of+consultation
https://letstalk.staffordshire.gov.uk/let-s-talk-transport?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LTPlan+launch+of+consultation


   

 

 

54. TO CONFIRM THE OUTCOME OF THE CEMETERY OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2025 

The Chief Officer confirmed that the Town Council had been successful in the Cemetery of the 
Year Awards, winning both the ‘Best New Entry’ and the ‘Silver’ award in the Parish and Town 
Council category. 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Chief Officer and the team for their efforts. 

 

55. ACCOUNTS & FINANCE 
 

a) To approve accounts to be paid in October 2025: 
 
  

Expenditure over £500 
 

HB Clews Ltd Tarmac  Town Hall Frontage 2700.00 

PPL PRS Ltd Music License 2025-26 Town Hall 3764.36 
Prism Software & Licensing October – Inv 226460 1044.14 

Halfern  Town Hall Frontage INV 3876 58717.87 

SMDC Business Rates – TH October 2428.00 

Sandyford Property 
Services 

Rent and Service Charges – 
Brown Lees Storage Unit 

October 648.00 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Town Hall September 1102.72 
Hanley Print Services Posters / Signs Mining / Town Hall 

Frontage 
600.00 

David B Limited Quantity Surveyor - New 
Garden of Remembrance 

WBG 800.00 

Bpa Safety Ltd Professional Fees Town Hall Frontage 1020.00 

Moorland Contract 
Cleaning 

Visitor Centre - Cleaning September 1134.01 

Moorland Contract 
Cleaning 

Bus Hub - Cleaning September 1802.75 

English Martyrs 
Church (Our Lady of 
Grace) 

Warm Spaces – October to 
December 2025 

BWT 770.00 

Katy Pugh Arts Window Display Chamber Window 500.00 

    
Expenditure less than £500  

NWFE Ltd Fire Extinguisher Servicing Town Hall 204.00 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Visitor Centre September 494.09 

NWFE Ltd Fire Extinguisher Servicing Visitor Centre 57.00 



   

 

Waterplus TBG – water Supply September 26.25 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 04/08/25 INV 157506 108.35 

EDF Energy GAS – Town Hall INV KI-99C706F3-0011 153.09 

EIS Light Bulbs Town Hall 77.83 

PPL PRS Ltd Music License 2025-26 Visitor Centre 461.35 

Grenkeleasing Photocopier - Quarterly Fee   165.60 

SMDC Business Rates – Storage 
Unit 

October 189.00 

SMDC Health & Safety Visit – 
August 

Inv 0030151967 386.83 

SMDC Lease of Land – Congleton 
Road 

 90.00 

CEF Electrical Emergency Light Repairs Town Hall 254.58 

Sandyford Property 
Services 

Building Insurance 2025-26 Storage Unit 198.95 

Margaret Warman Staff Parking reimbursement  36.75 

Unity Trust Bank Charges August 20.70 

Myers & Co HR Assist  12th Sep – 11th Oct 150.00 
Reliance High Tech Lone Working Devices September 37.80 

Prism Phone Charges August 289.25 

Unity Trust Bank Plc Bank Charges 4 June to 3 September 22.80 
Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 22/09/25 INV 159363 232.14 

Euro Digital Systems Printing – 25 Aug to 25 Sep Inv 153141  92.29 
Tonis Treats Feast & Flicks 10.09.25 Refreshments 75.00 

Tonis Treats Dementia Café 11.09.25 Refreshments 30.00 
Tonis Treats Car Show/Frontage Opening Refreshments 45.00 

Waterplus Visitor Centre – Water 
Supply 

September 53.21 

EDF Energy GAS – Town Hall INV KI-99C706F3-0013 337.38 

Clearway Alarm Callout Engineer INV 89249 143.10 

C J Skelhorne 
Jewellers 

Inspect and value Mayor’s 
Chain of Office and Frame of 
retired shields 

 310.26 

SPCA Councillor Training INV SI-2011 42.00 

Waterplus Storage Unit – Water Supply September 19.12 

Fifteen Group Wifi & Mobile Phones Inv 127899 94.80 
Waterplus Moorland Rd Allotments – 

Water Supply 
September 7.99 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Visitor Centre August 487.47 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Bus Hub August 127.91 
Eon Next Electricity – Storage Unit September 28.74 

NatWest Bank Charges August 2.10 



   

 

Octopus Energy Electricity – Bus Hub September 111.33 
Jasper Van Der Vilt 
Photography 

Cemetery of the Year 
Awards Photography 

 75.00 

Parish Online Digital Mapping Software 2025-26 renewal 420.00 

Moorland Contract 
Janitorial 

Cleaning Supplies Town Hall 11.52 

Moorland Contract 
Janitorial 

Cleaning Supplies Town Hall 21.00 

Jasper Van Der Vilt 
Photography 

Car Show Photography  100.00 

Susan Booth Staff Parking September 14.00 
B Webster Plumbing 
& Heating 

Repairs – Kitchen, Police 
area, Toilets.  

Town Hall/Visitor 
Centre 

330.00 

B Webster Plumbing 
& Heating 

Repairs – Kitchen, Police 
area, Toilets.  

Town Hall/Visitor 
Centre 

330.00 

B Webster Plumbing 
& Heating 

Repairs – Kitchen, Police 
area, Toilets.  

Town Hall/Visitor 
Centre 

330.00 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 15/09/25 INV 159063 108.35 

Wayne Rogers Travel Expenses Moorlands Assembly 
 

8.55 

Sarah Haydon Travel Expenses Sep/Oct 2025 136.49 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 29/09/25 INV 159643 108.35 
BLPG Event Reimbursements – 

Refreshments 
Car Show & 

Homegrown and 
Homemade Events 

42.48 

Jasper Van Der Vilt 
Photography 

Homegrown and Homemade 
Event Photography 

 50.00 

Speckled Hen 
Crockery 

Bread Making Classes Homegrown and 
Homemade Event 

300.00 

Fenn Paper  246.00 
Eon Next  Christmas Supply September 17.64 

Citylocks & 
Ironmongery 

Room C – Door Lock Town Hall 110.00 

Tidysite Skip Services Bin Emptying w/c 04/08/25 INV 157506 108.35 
Gary Smith’s 
Electrical Ltd 

Annual inspection of Miners 
Lanterns & Callout to Town 
Hall 

 160.00 

Waterplus Water Supply – September Moorland Road 
Allotments 

7.99 

Toni’s Treats Feast & Flicks 08/10/25 Refreshments 75.00 
Concept Elevators Lift Service Town Hall 267.12 

Moorlands Contract 
Janitorial Ltd 

Cleaning Supplies  Town Hall 210.00 



   

 

J Hancock Homegrown Event, Family 
Film October – supplies 

Reimbursement 55.66 

Sovereign AC Callout Town Hall 198.00 
 

Credit Card 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones September 8.00 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones September 8.00 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones September 8.00 

Sainsburys Batteries & Stationery  22.15 

Sainsburys Feast & Flicks 10/09/25 Refreshments 30.35 

B&M Homegrown and Homemade 
Event 

Supplies 18.53 

Amazon Gutter Grid Protectors Visitor Centre 13.94 

Biddulph Pound Plus 2x Padlocks Town Hall frontage 11.98 

Nisbets 2x Carry Urns  63.57 

VAX Carpet Cleaner Machine and Fluid Town Hall 169.98 

Pointons Plant Centre Plants Town Hall frontage 102.00 

Sainsburys Milk – refreshments Car Show Volunteers 11.60 

Sainsburys Refreshments Car Show Volunteers 21.90 

B&M Refreshments/Stationery Car Show Volunteers 22.23 

Microsoft  License  66.24 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones October 8.00 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones October 8.00 

GiffGaff Mobile Phones October 8.00 

Direct365 Replacement strap for Baby 
Changing Unit 

 27.22 

Facebook Social Media Advertising  13.61 

Value Products Ltd Signage  15.23 

SMDC Brown Bags  60.00 

Sainsburys Homegrown Event Volunteer 
Refreshments 

5.90 

Wildcare Ltd Bat Detector Library of Things 81.00 

Screwfix Telecope Ladder, Post-Hole 
Digger, 5x Safety Specs, 5x 
Rigger Gloves , 5x Ear 
Defenders 

Library of Things 201.06 

Argos Mouse Sander, Pressure 
Washer, Combi Drill, Drain 
Rod Set, Leaf Blower & Vac, 
Urn, Carpet Cleaner, Lawn 

Library of Things 771.00 



   

 

Scarifier, Hedge Trimmer, 
Grass Trimmer,  

Reach Publishing 
Services Ltd 

Burial Ground Memorial 
Testing Diocese Advert 

 181.01 

Facebook Social media Advertising  13.95 

Foxtail Florist Sympathy Bouquets  60.00 

VE80.com Flag, bunting (omitted from 
June approvals) 

VE Day 127.47 

Sainsburys Feast & flicks 08/10 Refreshments 40.04 

ARCO Mining Event Overalls 19.10 

Argos Twin Pack Obelisks Town Hall Frontage 22.00 

Amazon Coloured Card  & Blu Ray Events/BWT 19.56 

Amazon Hi Vis Yellow Paint Town Hall Frontage 4.64 

Amazon Tree Ties Town Hall Frontage 7.99 

Amazon Mining Activity Books Mining Event 5.66 

Amazon DVD/Blu Ray  14.99 

    

 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Smith. All agreed. 
 

b) To approve supplementary accounts (to be tabled)  

 
Expenditure over £500 

Salaries October  20148.89 

HMRC PAYE October 7379.44 
Staff Pensions Pensions October 7428.35 

Protech Electrical 
Limited 

Christmas Light Holders 
and Connections replaced 

 5128.80 

Protech Electrical 
Limited 

Christmas Light LED Lamps 
replaced 

 1440.00 

R.G.S Lengthsman work 03.09.25 – 09.10.25 1905.00 
B Webster Plumbing & 
Heating 

Legionella Repair Work Town Hall 630.00 

My Turn Software Set Up & Annual 
Fee 

Library of Things 625.00 

 

Expenditure less than £500  

CASH Volunteer Expenses 
(£160.00), Petty Cash 
(£59.30) 

October 219.30 



   

 

Standard Life Additional Voluntary 
Contribution 

October 250.00 

Hanley Print Services Car Show Printing & Giant 
Cheque 

Inv 14883 276.00 

Protech Electrical 
Limited 

Christmas Light Timers 
replaced 

 360.00 

Oldham Council (CCIN) CCIN Membership 2025/26 250.00 
Fifteen Group Wifi & Mobile Phones Inv 128347 94.80 

NatWest Bank Charges 30 Aug – 03 Oct 2.35 
K Wood Window Cleaning September 114.00 

K Wood Window Cleaning October 114.00 

N&J Tree Services Tree Works  WBG 432.00 
B Webster Plumbing & 
Heating 

Toilet Repair Work Town Hall 80.00 

Waterplus Water Supply – TBG 12 Sep – 12 Oct 21.43 

    
    

    

 
Credit Card 

Screwfix Safety Boots – Caretaker  34.99 

Land Registry Searches 1000008559923 14.00 

Land Registry Searches 1000008559970 14.00 

Royal Mail Stamps Order 415360099 87.00 

    

    

 

Proposed by Councillor Garvey; seconded by Councillor Smith. All agreed. 

Councillor Salt abstained.  

 

The meeting ended at 7.45pm 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………….. Date……………………………………………… 


