MINUTES OF THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
MEETING, BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL
TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2025, 7PM
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR.

PRESENT:
° Mayor
Councillor A Lawton e  Councillor CKisicki
o Deputy Mayor e  Councillor N Lawton

Councillor C Smith e  Councillor ACW Parkes

e  Councillor C Brady e  Councillor D A Proudlove
° Councillor Rev. Y Case ° Councillor J Redfern
e  Councillor A Hart (Chair) e Councillor N R Yates

° Councillor K J Jackson

Councillors Kisicki, N Lawton, Proudlove, Redfern and Smith did not sign the
attendance sheet, but were in attendance.

IN ATTENDANCE:
e Mrs Sarah M Haydon — Chief Officer (Minute Taker)
e Ms Jodie Hancock — Events and Partnerships Officer
e Mrs Margaret Warman — Compliance and Governance Officer
e Mrs Angela Williams — Administration Officer
e Councillor K Harper
e Councillor W Rogers

Councillor Hart requested the opportunity to raise a separate unrelated issue at
the end of the meeting; he felt this would be urgent. All agreed that this would
be appropriate.

Councillor Hart recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting.

15. APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS
Councillor J Jones



16. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations
Nothing to declare.

b) Other Interests
Nothing to declare.

17. MINUTES
To approve and sign the Minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee
meeting held on Tuesday 8 July 2025

Proposed by Councillor Redfern; seconded by Councillor Proudlove. All agreed.

18. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON BUS HUB DEVELOPMENTS

The Chief Officer reported on the County Council’s ambitions in relation to the
Bus Service Improvement Programme, for which funding had been secured to
enhance various aspects of transport provision across the county.

As part of this programme, the bus hub would be upgraded with real-time
information systems to enable passengers to see when buses were approaching,
thereby improving the overall user experience of the facility.

The proposal also included the installation of a new advanced bus stop, closer to
the bus hub, and the removal of the existing bus shelter near Sainsbury’s; this
would be relocated to replace the shelter further down Wharf Road.

The Chief Officer explained that the Town Council would be required to provide
the appropriate electrical supplies in order for the County Council to progress
with the scheme. It was noted that the Transport Working Group is currently
considering this matter.

Councillor Harper left the meeting at 7.35pm.
Councillor Yates asked whether it had been confirmed that the County Council

would complete this project. The Chief Officer advised that she had heard nothing
to the contrary, but noted that there was a procurement exercise ongoing.



19. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON MOORLANDS PARTNERSHIP BOARD
FUNDING FOR DAMAGED MEMORIALS AT THE CHURCHYARD AND
PROGRESS WITH REPAIRS

The Chief Officer reported that Moorlands Partnership Board funding had been
received, subject to the requirement for match funding.

It was further noted that there is a stipulation within the faculty process for an
advert to be placed in The Sentinel. This would be done before work commenced.

20. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE IN RELATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
NEW GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE AT THE WOODHOUSE BURIAL
GROUND

The Chief Officer reported that, following the approval of planning permission
earlier in the year, stipulations had been imposed regarding biodiversity net gain.

Subsequent to the last committee meeting, the Quantity Surveyor had been
instructed to complete a costing exercise. A meeting had also taken place with the
architect, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, and the Planning Officer. It was concluded
that the appointment of an ecologist would be necessary to discharge the planning
conditions. Quotes for this work will be brought to future meetings.

Councillor Proudlove suggested that reference be made to a previous planning
appeal in Biddulph Moor, to review how biodiversity net gain requirements were
addressed. It was further suggested that Councillor Proudlove could assist with this
work moving forward.

21. JOBS FOR LENGTHSMAN (STANDING AGENDA ITEM)

Councillor Smith reported that the gulley between Slater Street and Edge View
Crescent is overgrown.

A discussion took place regarding the ownership of alleyways and gulleys, and who
is responsible for their maintenance. A copy of the recent report on this matter be
obtained for reference from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.



CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, the
Council is to determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public
excluded.

22. TO CONSIDER LAND OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE TOWN (STANDING
AGENDA ITEM)
Your Housing Garages were discussed. Councillor Smith proposed that the Chief
Officer make further investigations, seconded by Councillor Yates. All agreed.

23. EMERGENCY ITEM

After a stage 2 letter is sent to allotment holders, the Recreation and Amenities
Committee must make the decision about further action, according to the current
Policy.

It was agreed to bring this item back to the next meeting if there had been no
further progress.

The meeting ended at 9.09pm



