
  

 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING, 
BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 15 JULY 2025, 6.30PM 
HELD AT BIDDULPH TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, BIDDULPH ST8 6AR. 

 
 

PRESENT:  
• Councillor J I M Garvey (Chair) 

• Councillor M Hopkins  

• Councillor A C Lawton  

•  Councillor J Redfern 

• Councillor C Kisicki  

• Councillor W Rogers  

• Councillor C Smith  

• Councillor N Yates
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
• Mrs Sarah M Haydon – Chief Officer (Minute Taker)  

• Ms Jodie Hancock – Events and Partnerships Officer 

• Mrs Angela Williams – Administration Officer 
 
Councillor Garvey recited the disclaimer regarding the recording of the meeting. 

 
9.  APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ANY SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS 
• Councillor Y Case 

• Councillor A Parkes 

• Councillor N Eardley 

• Councillor K Harper (Absent) 

• Councillor D Proudlove (Absent) 

• Councillor J Salt  

  
10. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations 
Nothing to declare. 

b) Other Interests 
Councillor Smith declared an interest in item 15. 

 
11. MINUTES  

To sign the Minutes of the Town and Community Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 17 June 2025 
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Minutes-Town-and-
Community-17-June-Draft-inc-confid-1.pdf 

https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Minutes-Town-and-Community-17-June-Draft-inc-confid-1.pdf
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Minutes-Town-and-Community-17-June-Draft-inc-confid-1.pdf


  

 

 
Proposed by Councillor Smith; seconded by Councillor Redfern. All agreed. 

 
12. TO CONSIDER THE FORMAT OF A MINING EXHIBITION IN SEPTEMBER 

2025 

The Chief Officer reported that the refurbishment of the Town Hall frontage is 
progressing well and is on track for completion by September 2025. 

It was noted that there had been previous discussions about celebrating Biddulph’s 
mining heritage in conjunction with the Classic Vehicle Show, scheduled for 13th 
September 2025. To mark the occasion, a mining exhibition is being planned. 

The Chief Officer highlighted the importance of preserving the memories of those who 
worked in the mining industry, many of whom are now of an advanced age. It was 
suggested that audio recordings of their recollections be made, alongside the creation of 
a historical timeline to be displayed on a wall. 

The Chief Officer also proposed involving young people in the project by encouraging 
them to contribute artwork related to the mining heritage theme. 

Councillor Smith suggested using notice boards as a medium for displaying information 
and materials related to the exhibition. 

There was further discussion including the potential involvement of the "Mining Wives," 
with a possible collaboration with the Potteries Museum and consideration of replica 
items to be displayed. 

It was also agreed to explore the historical significance and architecture of buildings on 
Park Lane Estate, including Mayfield Road and Springfield Road, as part of the heritage 
focus. 

 
13. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON EVENTS FOR THE SUMMER 

MONTHS 

The Chief Officer presented an overview of the summer events scheduled to take place in 
the town. 

The Chief Officer reported that activities are being planned to mark VJ Day, including a 
service at St Lawrence’s Church on Friday, 15th August, followed by a complimentary fish 



  

 

and chip lunch in the school room. Timings are to be confirmed. A wreath-laying 
ceremony at the town’s monument will also take place as part of the commemoration. 

Regarding the Classic Vehicle Show on 13th September, the Chief Officer noted that 
volunteers are needed to support the event.  

The Home Grown and Handmade event will take place on 27th September. This event 
will feature contributions from the Biddulph growers, as well as Fairtrade and the WI, and 
a variety of stalls. 

The Chief Officer welcomed suggestions for additional activities and requested 
volunteers to assist with the planning and delivery of the events. 

 
14. ITEM REQUESTED BY COUNCILLOR SMITH: TO CONSIDER THE TOWN 

COUNCILS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT: 
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ 

• Councillor Smith explained that butterflies are nearing extinction and highlighted a UK-
wide survey taking place from 18th July to 10th August. The survey encourages 
participants to download an app and record sightings of different butterfly species as 
part of a national conservation effort. 

•  

• It was agreed that this initiative would be promoted as a community event to encourage 
local participation. 

 
15. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON RECENT WORK EXPERIENCE 

PLACEMENTS AND ONGOING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL 
ABOUT FUTURE INVOLVEMENT 

The Chief Officer reported that, over the past two weeks, students from Biddulph High 
School have participated in work experience placements within the Council offices. 

The Chief Officer further explained that a meeting had been held at the High School to 
explore ways of continuing and potentially expanding the work experience programme in 
the future, with a range of partners. The Town Council was actively engaged with this. All 
agreed that this was beneficial. 

  

https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/


  

 

16. TO RECEIVE A VERBAL UPDATE ON THE ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH 
FILMHUB MIDLANDS 

The Chief Officer reported that a variety of film-related activities are regularly held at the 
Town Hall. These include Feast and Flicks, organised under the Biddulph Works Together 
initiative, and Family Free Films, which take place during school holidays. 

The Chief Officer stated that due to an ongoing partnership with Filmhub, the Biddulph 
Scratch event continues to run on the first Friday of each month. Funding was secured to 
support this programme, and a recent meeting was held to review its progress over the 
past year. 

The Chief Officer highlighted that the events have been particularly successful in 
engaging women who may not typically attend community events. Feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and it was confirmed that further funding will remain available 
until the end of this financial year. In addition, Touchstone provides interactive cinema 
sessions specifically designed for families with children who have special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND). 

The Chief Officer confirmed that looking ahead, the Town Council will be required to fund 
the licenses for Biddulph Scratch screenings. It was proposed that a donation box be 
introduced at events to help offset these costs. 

Councillor Smith suggested that film certification details be included in promotional social 
media posts to help inform attendees about the content and suitability of each screening. 

It was received. 
 

17. TO RECEIVE A DRAFT VERSION OF THE LIBRARY OF THINGS 
DOCUMENTS (ATTACHED) 
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/BTC-Draft-LOT-Policy-
Documents-July-2025.pdf 

The Chief Officer presented the proposed draft policy for the Library of Things initiative. 

Councillor Smith suggested that the policy include a clear statement of the project's 
goals, emphasising its purpose in providing accessible resources for the community and 
highlighting the potential cost savings for individuals. 

Councillor A Lawton felt that methods of payment information should be included. 

https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/BTC-Draft-LOT-Policy-Documents-July-2025.pdf
https://biddulph.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/BTC-Draft-LOT-Policy-Documents-July-2025.pdf


  

 

Councillor Hopkins recommended that an image of each item be taken at the time of 
borrowing, to assist with condition monitoring and accountability. 

Following the discussion, it was agreed that the draft documents would be forwarded to 
the solicitor for review and further comment. 

 
18. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE INSTALLATION OF A TOWN CENTRE 

BIKE RACK AND ADDITIONAL PLANTING 

The Chief Officer explained that discussions would be necessary with the owners of the 
area located outside the B&M store. 

This course of action was agreed by those present. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 7.22pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. Date……………………………………………… 


